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the Transfer of Land Act. 1t is introduced
for the purpose of economy. The Commissioner
of Titles has brought under the notice of the
Government the fact that by this simple amend.
ment & good deal of work can be saved and also
s considerable amount of expense. Under
Section 87 of the present Act when a transfer of
land is made of the whole of the land comprised
in the ceitificate, the transfer can be endorsed
on the original certificate kept by the Lands
Department, s like endorsement made on the
duplicate, and the duplicate handed to the trans.
feree. An exceptiom, however, was made when
the Act was passed which provided that im the
cage of a title dealing with tenancy in common,
when it was created or camcelled, the original
certificate was kept in the department and
cancelled, and a fresh certificate was issued.
Tt is the issue of this fresh certificate which canses
extra work and additional expense. After
experience of the working of the Act for many
yeats, it has been found that there is mo necesait.i
for this exception. It is desiro to do away witl
the exception and the effective clause which will
achieve this object is Clause 2 of the Bill. I
move- - ’

That the Bill he now reac a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

AUDITOR (ENERAL'S REPORT.

The PRESIDENT: I have reccived the
following communication from the Auditor
General :- -

In pursuance of Section 33 of the Audit
Act, 1004, T have the honour to transmit, for
presentation to the Legislative Council, &
copy of the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer’s
Statement of the Public Accounts of the
Ntate of Western Australin for the fimancial
year ended the 30th June, 1920, together with
my report thercon.

The paper will lie on the Table.

Iowse adjourned at 11 p.m.
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The SPEAKLER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY RATES AND
MINING INDUSTRY.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN (for Mr, Troy) nsked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Tfas his at
tention been drawn to the injury being done
te the primary industries, particularly the
mining industry, by the oxeessive railway
freights? 2, Ts he aware that the heavy
railway charges, if continued, will give a
very scrious set-back to the development of
the mining industry on the Murchison? 3,
Did he in Septomber last, at the Muorchison
prospeetors’ conference, promise te revise
the freights with a view to bringing ahout a
reduetion? 4, Tf se, when does he propose
to take action?

The PREMTER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways) rveplied: 1, No. 2, No. The only
inereases this year on goods freights, apart
from timber and eoal, are suarcharges of
from 3d. to 3a. per ton, These inereases
apply irrespective of distanee, and obviously
press less heavily on the long distance traffie
such nas the Murchison trade, than would a
percentage merease. 3, At the recent pros-
pectors’ conference held at Magnet, the
question of freights was touehed upon by
the delegates, and the DMinister in reply
pointed out that owing to jucreased cost of
workiug, the Railway Department was not in
a pogition to justify any reduction in charges.
4, Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—WHEAT PRICE AND
FLOUR STOCKS.

Mr. ANGELO (for Mr. Duff) asked the
Premier: Whether the Government, in view
of the fixing of the price of wheat at 0s. per
bushel ns from the 1st Janvary next, are pro-
pared to purchage from the flovr millers of
the State the whole of their stocks of flour
now un hand at the price fixed by the Prices
Reguiation Commission, and to retail the
flour at cost to the baking trade and the
public generally?

The PREMIER replied: The stocks of
flour in the hands of millers other than the
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ptovks held on account of the Wheat Mar-
keting Seheme for export, will be sold for
local consumption at present rates.

QUESTION—POLICE PROTECTION,
MINISTER IOR DEFENCE.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is he aware that two detectives
aceompanied the Minjster for Defence to
Kalgoorlie? 2, Are the State Gavernment
paying for the protection of the Minister
while in this State? 3, What arc the spec}ﬁc
duties of Deteetives Lambert and Mauning
while in Kalgoorlie? 4, Does the Minister
for Mines, as administering the Police De-
partment, approve of detectives accompany-
ing the Minister for Defence to Gwalia, see-
ing that his andiencé of 16 showed no hos-
tility?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Mines) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. Payment
of the police is an obligation of the State
(lovernment. 3, The duties imposed by the
I'glice Aet, 1892, and its amendments and
regulations, 4, Yes. Such arrangements aroe
framed upon possibilities and not Tesults.

BILL—TAX COLLECTION.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previeus day.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.38]: The
agreement which this Bill sceks to ratify
marks an important step as regards the dis-
tribution of functions between the reapective
Governments of this State and of the Com-
monwealth, and eonsequently deserves tl‘w
most weighty consideration, We are just at
the eclose of the first 20 years of Federation,
and probably it is safe to say that the great
majority of the Australian people now recog-
nise that their original hopes or aspirations
or anticipations relative to Federation have
not been altogether realised. Wherever
there are two Governments set up to govern
the sane country, there is bo}lnd to be dis-
putation as to where the funetions of the one
begin and those of the other end, In our
hrief Federal history there have been many
of these conflicts of opinion, However, even
apart from that aspect, even where the line
of division ean be clearly drawn either under
the Coustitution or in the li_ght_of Common-
wealth or State laws, it is mewt-:m‘ble that a
tug-of -war should be continuougly in progress,
hotwoon -what after all have beceome rival
(tovernments, a8 to which shall take to 1te1f
the greater power. Our experience, I thqlk,
lias been that right throughout the peried
of Fedevation, whenever o strugglc has taken
pace on the one hand to obtain power and
on the other hand to retain power, the
stronger Govermment, namely,-that of the
{‘orsmontealth, has won, It 18 inevitable that
in the end the stronger power ghould prevail.
Vear by year we have found the Common-
wealth making inroads upon what were re-
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warded as peeuwliarly the functions of the
Htate Parliaments and the State Govern-
ments. So we have the position that dupliea-
tions exist in administrative work, duplica-
tions which inerease from year to year. If
we ate to return to the condition of things
which existed at the outsct of Federation,
namely, that there ghall be only-one depart-
ment administering onme public concern, this
apparently ean be done only by the State
(igvernments surrendering more or less of
their powers and functions to the stronger
Uovernment, that of the Commonwealth,
This Bill proposes an important step in that
direetion. People have been complaining,
and rightly complaining, that they are over-
burdened with excessive taxation by reason
of the overlapping of Statc and Federal Gov-
ernments in the matter of taxation and otber
governmental functions., My opinion is that
the public generally are not much concerned
as to whether the Commonwealth Government
give way and allow the State to perform the
work, or whether the State Government give
wuy and allow the Comwmonwealth Govern-
ment to perform the work, so long as they, the
publie, are relieved of the burden of main-
taining rival departments. Nevertheless, it
is a faet that all this tends inevitably
towards depriving the States of their sover-
eign powers. The various Commonwealth
Governments have been in my opinion entirely
responsible for the duplication of depart-
ments. They launched out by establishing
the Commonwealth Savings Bank to compete
with the State Savings Bank. T consider the
Commounwealth were not justified in taking
that atep. It was followed by the establish-
ment of a Federal Electoral Department to
perform work which could very well have
heen continued by the State Electoral Depart-
ments. Subsequently & Commonwealth Taxa-
tion Department was also established. Still
later, upon the completion of the (reat West-
cru raiiway, we found the Commonwealth
Government establishing a Railway Depart-
ment of their own, notwithstanding that
there are at both ends of the Commonwealth
railway State railway staffs which could
casily have performed the services required
hy the Federal Government. At our end of
the system, Kalgoorlie, and no doubt at the
other end of the system, Port Augusta, there
arc staffs of officials amply competent to
manage the Great Western Railway—that is,
of ecourse, apart from the men required for
the actual operation of the line between Kal-
goorlie and Port Angusta. Though we have
# traffic superintendent, a district engineer, a
lecomotive ingpector and such officials in Kal-
aoorlie, only a mile or two miles away at the
depot of the Trans-Australian Railway there
nre Commonwtalth officials holding  similar
pesitions and performiug similar duties. All
this has resnited in unwnecessary expenditure,
It is all duplication, Before the opening of
the Trans-Auvstralian Railway the Whstern
Australian Government offered to do all the
work nccessary, but of course the Common-
vealth, pursuing the poliey which they have
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pursued sinee the inception of Federation, de-
cided to establish a scparate railway depavt-
ment of theiv own. The latest instanee we
have has been the Commonwealth setting np
the machinery for auother department in
Perth to carry out the crection of soldier
homes, notwithstanding that Federal Minis-
ters were shown that the State had a depart-
nent which administers the workera’ homes
und evuld very well have carried out the neces-
sary work, i not more efficienjly at least as
cliciently and prohably more economieally
that it eould be dene by the Commonwealth.

Mr. Johnston: We had a splendidly estabh-
lished organisation.

Hon. P. ('OLLIER: That i s0. But notwith-
standing this, the Commonwealth appointed
oflicials, and alt the machinery of administra-
tion was sct up to do work whiech must be of
n more or less temporary character. The de-
mand for the erection of secldier homes will
last for only a few years at the most, when
thoze who require them will have been ac-
commodated, so there will be no need for
the department except for administrative
pirposes because the homes have been estab-
lished on the time payment or purchase sys-
temi.  All this work should have been ear-
ricd out by the State without another depart-
ment being opened by the Commonwealth,
Tu all these instances the Commonwealth have
been responsible. They have established de-
partments where there was no need whatever
for them. If we are going to get rid of
duplieations, apparently the State will have
to hand over the work to the Federal authority.
1t is an important departure to hand over
to the {fommonwealth Government the right to
colleet our land and income taxes, our dividend
tnxes and our totalisator taxes. Four of our
taxes are to be handed over to the Common-
weilth for colleetion.  Of eourse it will re-
sult in a saving to the State. The work we
are told will e performed for one-third of
the estimated cost for the present finaneial
yvear, bt T do not know whether we are jus-
titied after all in surrendering our work to
the Commonwealth, even for a saving of twn-
thitds of the total cost of colleeting these
taxes at present. [t is all a step forward in
the poliey of centralisation, and anyone who
has had experienee of government from Mel-
honrne by the Federal aathorities knows per-
feetly well that it is not advantageous to the
preple of this State, Tt may be all right for
Vietoria and New South Wales, which are
close to the seat of government and are in a
better position by virtue of the fact that their
members ave on the spot and that they have
so mueh greater representation in nembers
than have we. They do not feel the disahili-
tivs to anything Tike the same degree that the
outlying portions of the Commonwealth are
{eoling them at the present time, and have
felt them in the past, Tt is inevitable that,
wherever we have people governed by a Par-
linment situated remote from the governed,
then there will be difficulties and those peaple
will receive very little consideration indeed.
Not that the men charged with the responsi-

Lility of poverning the Commonwealth are any
less desirous of doing justice te the people of
this State, than would be any member of the
Government in this State, But being so far
away and having so few opportunities to be-
come acquainted with the aetvual needs anil
requirements of the people of a State such ay
Western Australia, negleet must result. We
have had innumerable instances of it. When
I wns in charge of the Mines Department cor-
respondence was forwarded to Tederal Minis-
ters on many oceasions on matters of very
great importance indeed to large scetions of
the people of Western Australia, and not only
did we fail to get consideration or redress,
hut very frequently our corvespondence failed
to even clicit an acknowledgment. As an in-
stance 1 recall a time when the Pederal Gov-
etnment, shortly after the outbreak of war,
refused to allow the export of copper or hase
metals from this State. For years prior to
that the copper mines at Whim Creek had
heen exporting their are overseas. The Com-
monwealth Government prohibited export and
that mine bad to suspend operations for the
time being.  When the position was repre-
sented to the Federal Government by volumin-
ous eorrespondence extending over nearly eight
months—I myself wrote no fewer than four
times to the Minister concerned—this corre-
spondence failed to secure acknowledgment,
and it was only after I made a statement to
the ¢*West Australian’’ newspaper condemn-
ing the apathy and indifference of the Fed-
eral Government, and forwarded o copy of it
dircet to the Minister concerned that any re-
ply was given. This is only one instance.
Quite a number of small prospectors who were
producing tin. copper, lead, and other base
metals were practieally roined, beeause of the
inditfference of the Federal Covernment to
their needs nud requirements. 8o it has heen
right alonr the line. Tu so far as we central-
ise the funetions of governmment in Melbourne
and hand over our power to antherities on the
castern side of Australin, so far will our
causes for complaint in the direetion indieated
he mnttiplied in the foture.

Mr. Johnston: Buot we vetain our Htate
{‘ommissioner of Taxation.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We retain the skeleton:
they have the substance. The faet remains
that we arve placed in a snbordinate position, .
They collect our taxes for ns. We are stanl-
ing in the same relationship to the Common:
wealth ns a road hoard or munieipality stumls
in relation te this Parclinmwent, and T o not
know that there is any hope for it,  They
econtral the power of the purse, and as the
vears (rift by, it seems to me the Common-
wenlth will keep on gathering to itself grenter
and  greater power to  the disadvantaue
of this State more than any of the
other  States, except perhaps  Queens-
land which, too, is far removed; but
Queensland heing a larvger State and having
greater representation and consequently more
voice at the seat of government, will not sufTer
so much as will Western Auwstralia. T do nak
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know that I would be justified in voting
against the Bill, because the people demand a
reduction of unnecessary cxpenditure, but I
do say that it would be with a very great deal
of hesitation that [ would give to the Com-
monwealth even one ounce of power more than
they have at the present time or more than
L am forced to concede to them, [t is quite
nutural that Pederal Ministers and members
ghould strive for power. ‘There is something
I suppose in the make-up of all of us that
leads us to strive for power.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And abuse it when they
get it

Mr. Angelo;
dog.

Hon. P, COLLTER: We all {lo that; T sup-
pose it is human nature.  Members of the
F'ederal Parliament will endeavour to add to
the dignity, power and importance of their
position; they can only do it by taking it
away from the States and the State Parlia-
ments, and it will be a bad thiag for this
eountry if the people have to go to Melhourne
lor a redress of gricvances, instead of being
alle to come to the Parlinment of their own
8tate, AMembers who represent outlying con-
stitueneies in this State know how they have
a difficulty in getting a hearing for those
whom they represent.

AMr. O’Logheln: The Goverutment refused to
ray the travelling cxpenses for onthack mem-
hers,

Hon, P, COLLIER: T do not know about
that, but where people are sitvated 500 or
600 miles from Perth as they are in the outer
goldficlds or 200 or 300 miles from Perth as
are the peopie in the farther out agricultural
arens, we know that a preat deal of time
elapses before the difficulties under which they
Iabour ean be removed, simply because of the
fact that they are so far from the seat of
government, The same thing applies to gov-
ernment from Melbourne. I am not one of
those who believes in unifieation with Parlia-
ments constituted as they are to-day, and it
seems to me that while we will save some
money by passing this Bill, it is a surrender
of the sovereign powers of this State, o recog-
nition that after all it ia only a matter of time
when the whole of the government of this
State will be in the hands of the Common-
wealth. Tt will not he long before the Cowm-
monwealth will be reaching cut for the con-
trol of our railways. They will be reaching
out for the control of all those things from
which they will be able to extraet taxation or
which will produce revenue, hut they will not
want to take over such things as health or
ednecation or departments of that Kind. Those
will be the very last departments over which
the Commonwenlth will seek to seenre control.
However, it is a matter for the ITouse to de-
cide, The Government, affer having come to
the tentative agreement, could do nothing else
than bring it forward for Parliamentary eon-
gideration, and it is with a very great deal of
hesitation and doubt that T should conceda
the powers nsked for in this Bill.

A desire to become the top
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Mr. PILKINGTON (Perth) [5.0]: I quite
agree with the leader of the Opposition that
only with the greatest hesitation should we
give up powers belonging to the State, 1
belicve  there will have to be a change
of zome sort from the present Federal Con-
stitution.  As we are at present, the rela-
tion between the States and the Coimnon-
wealth are highly unsatisfactory. Some sort
of a change will have to be made, What
that  elange will be T Jo unot know,
nor can I express an opinion as to what it
ought to be. Whatever it may be, it will
re wire very grave discussion hoth with the
Btates and the Commonwealth., T agree
that we should he very slow to tak: any
steps which would hand over onr powers to
the Commonwealth, What [ want tp puint
out in regard to the Bill is that we are not
kanding over any sovereign powers lo the
Commonwealth, 1t is quite a different thing
from, say, handing over the railwayvs, whirh
would mean that the railways would be
landed to the Commeonswenlth and held by
the Commonwealth for all time, unless the
Commonwealth chose to hand them back to
the State. In that ease, imdeed, we would
be surrendering certain of our powers; but
in thig ease we are merely entering into an
agreement with the Commonwenlth  under
which the Commonwealth will do certain
work for the State, and that agreement can
ha put an end to at six months’' notice.

Hon, P Clollier: But will it not strengthen
the hands of the Commonwealth in their de-
sire for more power?

Mr. PILKINGTON: T appreciate that
view of the case, but T think the extent to
which it will strengthen the havds of the
Commonwealth in cneroaching on the State
will be infinitesimal, MHowever, ns I say,
in thiz case we are only handing over cer-
tain work and ean, by cancelling the agree-
ment, take back that work., We are only
authorising the Commouwealth to exereise
certain of our powers as our agents. T de
not think there is any real danger in allovw-
ing the Bill to go through and the agree-
ment to be eonfirmed, I agree with the leader
of the Opposition as to the enormous disad-
vantage of having to go to AMelbourne in
regard to our affairs. It is a very real dis-
ability, and if ever anything takes place in
the way of unification, I sincerely trust it
will be limited hy providing some loecal
authority to aet on behalf of the Com-
monwealth Government. However, in the
present case we are not really handing over
any powers at all, hut simply entering into
an agreement which, if it does net work
satisfactorily, we can put an end te on giv-
ing six months ’notice,

Mr, ANGELO (Gascoyne} [5.2]: At oue
time and another every member of the
Ilouse has referred to the absurdity of hav.
ing a duplication of departments. It is very
desirable that wherever one department ean
carry out the functions of both Federal and
State departments, as for instance, the tax-
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ation, electoral, housing and other depart-
ments, the obvious saving should be effectedl.
But T doubt whether the present agreement
iz advisable. We have had a debate regard-
ing the financial relationship between the
State and the Commonwealth, and .nearly
every spealer stressed the bad treatment
which this State had rcecived from the
Federal Government. Ouly this afterneon
the leader of the Opposition pointed out
that Western Australia had not had a fair
deal from the Iederal Government, A rcon-
vention is almost due.

The Premier: It is overdue.

Mr. ANGELO: And we are hoping that a
very «ifferent agreement will be  entered
into at that convention. In my opinion it
is going to be a fight hetween the two big
States, Vietoria and New Sonth Wales, and
the four small States ns to what functions
the Federal Government shall exercise in
the fuinre and what departmients they are
to contrel. Tt will be a yuestion of whether
or not we are to have unification. Tt is most
necessary that the four small Btates, or at
any rate, Tasmania, Western Aunstralia, and
South Australia, srould stand united. Tf we
give away certain powers whieh the other
States have retained, [ am afraid it will pre-
judiee us in any joint action with the other
amall States. Tt wounld be a splendid plan
if, before the convention met, the Premiers
of the four small States, who have suffered
so much from Federation, could get to-
gether and agree on a joint policy to be ad-
vocated at the eonvention. First and fore-
mogt they ought to insist upon equal repre-
gentation among the States.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How would you appoint
it.

Me, ANGELO: That is a matter for eon-
sideration. ‘We require equal representa-
tion, usay, six members from  each  State.
That wonld give us a chance to secure
fair treatment when the convention met.
Then  we shoull  disenss  the  advis-
ability of entering inte an  agreement
with the Federal Government for, say, the
collection of taxes and in respeet of other
matters.  But I am afraid that if we now
give awav a eertain department, as suggested
by the Bill, we eannot go to a conference
with the other States and expeet to be
heard on an equal footing.

The Prender:  Quoeensland has handed over
the savings bank, and Tarmania is having
her taxes collected in the manner proposed
in the Bill

Mr. ANGELO: Well, fo mnch the better
if we are to give this department away.

The Premier: We are not giving anything
away,

Mr. ANGELO: 11, as the Premier says,
the convention is overdue and must be held
next year, it might he well for ns to stay our
hand. Althongh by passing the Bill we shall
save €£20,000 per annum, it might prove to
be false economy to do it just wow. I would
pr: for to see it held over until we have a con-
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ference with the other small States and arrive
at a joint policy. Lect us hold the comven-
tion as soon as possible and let us first go
to n conference with the other small States
and leave this question until the conference
has been held. That being my view, I regret
that I ecannot support this agreement.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [5.91: T re-
alise the difficnltics pointed out by the
leader of the Oppesition, and T appreciate
the faet that the members of the Cowmon-
wealth Parliament, cver greedy for more
power, will possibly sce in this agreement a
tendeucy on the part of the State to give
up that which we liold. I realise all that. Buk
above and beyond any abuse we have suf-
fered from, any disabilities imposed upon us,
is o pronounced desire oun the part of the
reople for economy in government.,  They
send ws into Parlimment to do their business.
In savernl of the Parliaments of the Com-
manwealth are successful buginess men who,
if they were called upon to administer their
own business ‘on the lines on which the Com-
monweaith and State DParliaments are doing
the people’s business, would soon be in
the hankruptey court. The duplication in-
stanced by the leader of the Opposition has
become a political eyesore throughont the
Commonwelth, Several Governments repre-
senting the same conpmunity are piling on the
burden of taxation by building up unneces-
sary duplicate departments. There are the
saving banks, the railways, #he tnxation de-

partments, the electoral departments, the
housing, departments and others.
Mr. Tavies: The Commonwealth can

seareely be held responsible for boilding wp
railway  departments,

Mr. O'LOGTILEN: Yet an offér was made
by Woestern Australia and South Auwstralia
to administer the trans-Australian railway,
Would the hon. member have had thase States
build the line? Of course, once the line was
built there was no valid reason why the
States should not a‘lininister ecach o portion
of it.

Mr. Davies: Yon let the man enter the
housc then.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: The hon. member is
poing to support the Bill, beeause it will
lead to cconomy. As the leader of the Op-
pesition  pointed out, the Commonwealth

could have bieen given credit for the revenue
of the railwav, hnt in order to save expense
the State st1ffs sho4ld kave heen unsed te ad-
minister the iine.

Mr. Teesdale: A gfood suggestion, too.

Mr. O'TOGHLYEN:  Iowever, the (‘om-
monwealth did not see fit to fall in with the
suggestion put forward by the State Gov-
eriments,  The member for Garxcovne (Mr.
Angelo) spoke of the coming convention, Per-
gonally, T helieve the time is rotten ripe for
snch o convention to redraft the Constitution.
I am interested in knowing how that eon-
veirtion will he eomposed, whether it will
be cleeted on the wiinlt vote of the people of
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Western  Australia,” as I think it should
be. That convention will try to ecomowmisc
in governments, Whether it will be a plan
of nnification, which will receive the endorse-
wment of the people, I do not know. If it is
on right lines [ shall have no objeetion to it.
The time is coming when provincinl coun-
cils, vested with certain powers, will be
charged with the government of Australia.
We cannot go on as we are at present The
cost is reaching colossal figures, and the tax-
payers are talking earpestly about the cost
of Parliatnent. About 100 of them told me
last week that this-Purlinment is costing teo
much, that it has too many members. [ be-
lieve myaelt we could do with fewer members.

The Premier: The work we do costs half
as much proportionately as the work done
by the Federal Government,

Mr., O’LOGHLEXN: Tt is costing a lot of
money just the same, and members of Par-
liament arce very poorly paid for the services
rendered.  But the man in the street does
not take that view of it. What prompts him
to tuke up a soured attitude—

Hon. T. Walker: JIs because he cannot
get here.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:

Mr. Tecsdale:
pluck to try.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: What prompts them to
that attitnde is that the cost of government
is altogether execssive. They blame Parlia-
ment for it. They think we are getting the
cream, whereas we are getting only the skim
milk, and not too muech of that. The tax-
payers’ funds are going in the cost of nd-
nministration due, not to individual Ministers,
but to the system. I regret that the Premiers’
anmal  conference

O, no.
Some of them have not the

cannot evolve some
solution of the diffienlty. This is the
first  tangible indieation we Thave had
,that there iy a move in the right
dircction.  Tn  South Avstralin  the clee-
toral  departments  lave amalgamated,

and in Tagmania the savings bank has been
absorbed. T agree with the leader of the
Opprosgition that the Commonwenlth had no
right te come into this State and set up
competition with the State Savings Bank,
Men with o knowledge of banking business
have peinted ont to me that it wuas impos-
aible to aveid it, that the Commonwealth
Bank had to take in the whole of the
ramifications of banking. Further, while
the Western Australian Savings Bank was
being administered on good sound lines,
and was rendering valuable service to the
people, the State banks in two other States
were short-sighted in their administration,
were  not providing the facilitics they
should have done, were not looking for
business, and did not give the people the
serviees that were required.

Mr. Pickering: That is not part of the
system of general banking.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It is a very csaential
part of the system of national banking
such as that inangurated by the Common-
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wealth, Whilst Western Australia did not
give any excuse for ths Commonwealth to
take on the system of banking against
them in thiz State, a couple of the other
States of Australia did. The result is that
the Commonwealth came in and grabbed
the whole -lot. Tasmania and Queensland
are handing over their savings bauks on
fairly decent tering, considering the situa-
tion they are im,

AMr. Johnston:
years ago.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Ultimately we shall
have to do it in this State. Already there
has Leen an amalgamation of the Electoral
Departmants in South Australia, and we
are now considering the amalgamation of
the Taxation Departmnents in Western Aue-
tratin, which no doubt will also be effective.
1f the people have net been singing out
against inereased taxation, and against the
duplication in the various States and Fed-
cral Departments, we in this Chamber have
certainly done so.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
wonwealth?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Of course we shall
uot get a fair erack of the whip from the
Commonwenlth, no matter what we may do.
History records that as individuals or
groups of people obtain power they seek
for more and abuse it when they do get it.
That is evidenced right through life. While
we have the present system, we shall have
this greedy, grasping desire for more power
on the part of thc dominaut body, which
is  the Ceommonwealth Parliament. Un.
fortunately, it is the popular institution
to-day, :

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I question that.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: T have thought at
times that this was not so.

Mr. Davies: The results of the réferenda
have been against the Commonwealth Par-
linment every time,

AMr. O’LOGHLEXN: There could be hours
of dcbate on the question of the voting on
the referenda taken in Australia. I have
snid that the Commonwealth Parliament is
more pepular than the State Parlinments.
There is a greater clement of interest taken
in it because the whole of the people can
create it. What has been said about mem-
bers of the Commonwealth Parliament who
without any authority raised their salaries
to the extent that they did? Every mem-
ber who voted to increase his salary was
returned by a bigger majority than ever.

Hon, W. (', Angwin: So they will be here,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We are afraid to do
the right thing here. T hold the opinion
that the Commonwealth Parliament to-day
with its wide franchisc has a grip upon the
people that the State Parliaments eannot
get. That will be so while the democrafic
majority in this Honse is being gagged and
beund by the dominant party in another
place. .

The Premier: We arc not being gngged.

Tasmania did that two

Against the Com.
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Mr. Pickering: I have never heard of the
Senate heing popular.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is no justifica-
tion for its existence. The Senate after :ull
is only a sort of gramophone record of the
Touse of Representatives. The whole gques-
tion revolves around whether we are going
t> trust the Commonwealth Parliament more
than we trust our own, and whether we in this
House are delivering the goods to the
people who send us herve. [ say emphatienly
that if cither the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W, C, Angwin) or the
member for Kanowna (Hon, T, Walker) ov
myself went owt to-morrow and appealed to
the workers of the State we would not be
able to tell them that even if they give us
a majority next Mareh we wounld be able to
do much for them under our 'present Conati-
tution.

Hon, W, €,
there.

Mre. O'LOGHLEN: Weo could certainly do
something hy way of administering in a
Yimited way, but we conld mnot 4o anything
in the way of legislative enaetments passing
the hdarrage a few yards away from where T
am speaking. It is a hopeless situation.

The Premier: There is no danger,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The time will eome
when the workers of this covntry will be per-
haps once more the dominant power. Tf so
we cannot say as their representatives that
they will get mueh advantage in the way of
legistation whilst the Upper Housc exists.
The 'same thing idoes not apply to the Com-
monwealth Parliament.  Tf there were no
lahour members in that Parliament it would
gtill have Dheen created by the people of
Anstralia without any property qualification.
Therefore whilst we may regret the posi-
tion we muest aceept it.  Mueh depends on
this Convention and on the proposals that
are put forward for econsolidating the powers
of the' State. It is a businesslike arrange-
ment and is something T have been advoeat-
ing for many ycars, The sooner we do awany
with duplication in departments aml ‘so effect
eeonomies i that dircetion, the better it will
be for the taxpayera as a whole,

Hon, W, (. Angwin: You helieve in giv-
ing something away every time and letting
the other fellow take it

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: T have uo cvidente
that up to the present we have given any-
thing away, The Commonwealth Parlinment
lave only exercised those powers which wnder
the Canstitution they had a right to cxer-
cise,

Angwin: 1 differ from yon

Hon, W. . Angwin: There ix a donhbt
alient that,
Me, O'LOGHLEXN: If the State Govern-

ments  believed there was a donbt about
that thev eould with all their resources have
dealt with the gwestion throvgh the conrts.
There iz no doubt about it, the Tederal
lovernment did mnke inroads on the State
taxation, We all know that another placs
wonld  not allow the Government to levy
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taxation in order to help a depleted rcvenue.
They, therefore, missed the bus and the
Feoderal Government eame in and tock away
the money that should have come to the State.
We may question the right of the TFederal
Government to impose a land and income tax
and to do many other things, but they know
the Congtitution just as well as we do.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are doing many
things which the people «id not intend they
should (o,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: T agree. The peeple,
bowoever, condoned what they did and toler-
ated it, showing that they aceepted the Ved-
cral Parliament as the lesser of two evils.
[ know they have failed to do many things
that they were intended to do, and did many
things that they were not intended to do,
I remember hearing powerful orators advo-
cating federation, peinting out that a rosy
future lay before Australia, that there would
Le one Governor General for the whole of
e Commonwealth, that there would be less
Juplication in administration, and that we
would have economy and sanity. Those
things have mot all come about. The fact
that the Federal Government have failed teo
sarry into effect many of these promises and
nave done many things which the people did
ol antieipate they would do, has not pre-
vented them from still standing fairly high
in the estimation of the bulk of the people.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: I do not think so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Federal Govern-
nient have not done these things without
having authority to de them. If an arrange-
ment van be made by which the State will
be saved £20,000 a year, it will be a good
thing, This may be the forcrunner of, say,
an amalgamation of the FElectoral Depart-
ments, the housing departments and the
Ranking departments. These three depart-
ments stand as requiring to be amalgamated,
in this way: We have separate departments
deing cxactly the same work for the same
set of people.

Mr, Pickering: What about the Geoloyi-
cal Department?

Mr. O'TOGHLEN: T have already men-
tioned three departments, Even if the Com-
monwealth is getting an advantage, in jns-
tice to the ratepayers we represent let us
wipe out thig idiotic system which now cxists
in conncetion with onr banking business, Wg
have a State Savings Bank and a Federal
Savings Bank., Rivalry i3 set up, dissatis-
faction and lack of confidence.  An amal-
gamation of these departmentas econld be
effected with preat advantage. T have no
degire to give the Commonwealth that power
nhich its members seek, and T hope there
nill he a lhealthy check put upon their
avarice. [ have scen no evidenee of that
yet. The Premiers go to the Eastern States
and hold eonferences. When they come back
they do not carry a toreh round the country.
They say they are satisfied the State will
get a fair deal, bot in Parliament they talk
about the bad denl the State is getting, T
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have never heard the Premier ask the people
to help Lim in dealing with any Federal en-
eronchment. I have never yet seen it done,
Witile that is the case we ean do nothing else
but make the hest of a bad job. By mak
ing these amalgamations we shall lay the
foundation fer a more sane administration
and greater economy, leading to a lightening
of the burdens that are placed upon the
shoulders of the people.

Ilov, T, WALKER (Kanowna) [5.25]: T
am at a loss to know what the real prineiples
of the member for Forrest (Mr. O'Toghlen)
are in regard to these matters. One minute
it is the Fedcral Government shaking the
whip over the State, and resigting their en-
eraachinents, and the nest minute it is a
quict yielding to their first offer to take over
all our money through the channels of taxa-
tion and give them the first handling of it
through their own banks,

Mr. O’Loghlen:  What difference does it
make if they hand it bhack the next dny?

Mon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
kpows what advantage there js in a bank
holiling Targe sums of wmoney for a day or
80, or even a few hours, We have been told
that this is not giving any power and that
we are yielding none of our rights. In one
sense that may be true, Let me put the con-
verse to this propored agreement. Suppose,
instead of the Commonwealth offering to do
it far us, the State offered to do it for them
within our own boundaries. Would the Com-
menwealth aceept such a proposition? They
could have representation upon that single
fanetion of the collection of taxes. They
eould have their conunissioner, ns it is pro-
posed we shonld have a sort of figure-head
cotimissioner amalgamated with theirs, They
eoulll have their eye upon our bhooks and all
our transactions. They could participate in
them by representation upon any organisa-
tion that is got together for taxation through
one ageney, both for the Commonwealth and
Btate purposes.  Ts there any imputation
upon the honour of the State that the State
cannot be trusted to do sueh work? Is there
any suspicion that we should deframd the
Commonwealth or eneroach upon any of their
riuhts or privileges? There ean he noue,
The State van be just as honourable in the
fulfilment of its work and the performance
of its dutiev as the Commonwealth can be.
Why then will the Commenwealth not trust
us to ‘eolleet this taxation?

Han. P. Collicr:  They know where the
power lics.
Hon, T. WALKER: The nnswer is ob-

vious, The power of the collection of taxes
is an cnormous one. Tt takes the Common-
wealth unattended inte every home in the
land, practically to the exclusion of the
State. 1% gives the Commonwealth authority
to investigate the private business conecrns
of cvery man in the eommunity practically
without supervision and unattended. No
power can be greater than that of collecting
money from the people, and this is the power
we are willing to coneede.

| ASSEMBLY ;

The Premicr: Oh, no!

Hon., T. WALKER:
Federal Government
Taxation Commissiencr.

The Premier: Mr. Black is our Taxation
Commissioner.

Hon., T. WALKER: We have n new
Taxation (‘ommissioner, and the commisg-
sioner is the master of the situation. At the
present time we have our own diffienltics,
and our own method of dealing with thore
difficulties, If there be a grievance we can
immediately attend to it on the spot.

The Premier: So you will under this ar-
rangement.

Hon. T. WALKER: No, for on agency
—and the Premier knows it as well as every
ather individun]l in the conntry—exereised
by the Commonwealth, is almost inaccessible
exeept through an appeal to Melthourne.

Mr. Pickering: That is so.

Hon, 1. WALKER: TIn my limited scope
of action, T have kuvown cases contiuue for
12 months that could bhe @ealt with finally
within a fortnight if we had had power to
deal with them in this State without refer-
ence to Melbourne.

The Premier: We shall have that.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tn Melhourne there
is an indifferenee to the vital necessities of
this distant State.

The Premier: [ agree with that.

Hon. T. WALKER: Who nre the officers
whe will be collecting this tax? Our officers?
No. Whoge servants? The servants of the
Commonwoenlth. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are their masters and will carry ount
the instructions of their masters.

Mr. Johnston: They will eollect what we
tell them to colleet.

Hon. T. WALKER: They will vollect,
not what we tell them to; they will volleet
the tax from us, pay it into their own bank,
deal with it there in the ordinary rotation of
Lusiness, with the advantage of handling all
the money of this State which comes through
the avenues of taxation,

Mr. Pickering: That is the major part of it.

Hen, T. WALKER: That is cnormous
pewer. Give np nothing! We are giving up
terrific power, 1t is wmoney power that com-
mands the worlil, We can resist every other
influence. Sonfiment we can answer or dis-
rel, bul the grip of the power of money is
inexorable.  We cannot eseape jt. It is in-
vineible. 1t crushes nations as well as indi-
viduals; States ns well as private enterpris-
ing eompanies or corporations, it matters not.
Noney i3 the commanding foree. Get in the
grip of maney, so tn speak, and all our ener-
gies are cirenmnseribed by its  coils. We
ure piving the Comonwealth power to know
the whole of the cireumstances of every indi-
vidual eitizen of the State, to malee the most
intimate comparisen, and to learn just exactly
where the vice ean have another turn of the
serew upon ud, where we can still further be
pinched, where they can put in the wedgn
afresh, where they ean grip still harder on
the life blood of the comummmity. Yet we
give them that power. I am at one with

The
new

T say it is
constitute the
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everyone who has spoken about the abolition
of duplication. It is wise, but who in the
name of goodness is the proper agent to col-
iect the money for all purposes but the State
@Government!  That is the proper agency.
Why bring in a foreigner here to do ocur
work? | do not use ‘‘foreigner’’ in an offen-
sivo sense,

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Say outsider.

Hon, T. WALKER: That would be the bet-
ter word. We have this dual eapacity thrust
upon ns, We are citizens of Western Austra-
lia and of the Commonwealth as well, We have
that duplication upon us, but the Common-
wealth is the over-lord and we cannot get
away frem it, [t has become the lord para-
mount, with the acquisition of all our powers,
all our energies and hopes. It is geiting a
footing in cvery direction, as has been pointed
out, in cvery channel where money can be
grasped or be utilised or be manipulated. It
in getting in and strengthening its position.
Every device it ¢an devise for handling our
money, it is practising. Tt is invading our
aetivities in every direction. It has done so in
the past. It is wiping out our private banks
ag well as our own State banks. Tt is seeking
to have absolute monetary contrel throughout
the whole of the (‘ommonwealth, and once it
gets that, what is the good here of Parlia-
ment or governtment at all?  What advan-
tage would a State Parliament or govern-
ment bhe to us then? We would be crip-
ples. We would be working in fetters, golden
thongh they be, with limbs shackled and our
freedow of movement curbed.  Yet, it is
said, this is merely for the sake of cconomy.
If we are to proceed along those lines and
earry that suggestion to a logica) eonelnsion,
woe should remember that there is duplication
in the Savings and Agrieultural Banks, Why
should we not get rid of those institutions?

Hon. P. Collier: Parliament costs money;
shut it up.

Hon. T. WALKER: Shut these institutions
and shut Parlinment up altogether. Why
have two Treasurers? Why should not the
State Treasurer hand in his resignation and
say, ‘‘Kindly take my duties over for the
sake of economy.’”

Mr. Angelo: He may be pleased to do so in
future.

Hon. T. WALKER: If it is for thc sake
of eeonomy, what is the good of having youn
in the Chair, Mr. Speaker, when we¢ have
another Speaker in Melbourne governing
us all over Australia? We could save
money, and, though we would regret to
lese you. if it were a case of economy, we
would have to do without you.

The Premier: I objeet to that; it would
not pay.

Hop. T. WALKER: The Premier sees
the point. He ean see it now, but not in
the other instance. Laogically carried out,
the arguments in support of this Bill are
arguments in soppert of the abolition of
the State Parliameni and the eessation
of cur legislative and administrative dup-
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lications, Every argument that can be
uged in favour of this Bill can be used in
the direction I have indieated.

The Premeir: Oh, no!

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes, just as easily,
Tt i3 dangerous to surrender our rights and
obligations as citizens of this State. It iy
more dangerous under ihe Bill, which means
handing the citizens’ money over tn the
Federal Government, than it might be to
give other work, suech as the compilation
of the clertoral rolls. There might he no
harm in giving them that branch of our
activities,

The Premier: I think mueh greater harm
wonld be achieved by that,

Hen. P. Collier: Oh, no!

Hon, T. WALKER: There is harm in
one direction but the Premier 'sees no
harm in the other.

The Premier: We are both in the same
boat, then.

Hon. T. WALKER: But therc is harm in
wiping out ourselves by giving the over-lord
more power over us. Both the Premicr and
T agree that that is a dangerous course to
pursue, and we ean well come to the con-
cinsion that this proposal follows alung
wrong lines. [t is a wrong course to adopt,
Some of us have a great idea that we can
get o convention and a new Constitution,
and that the aew Constitution will give
ns o kind of unification which might bhe
of advantage to this State. These are
dreams, Mr. Speaker,

AMr, Pickering: [dle dreams.

Hon, T. WALKER: Those who study
Nature’s laws and have followed what
science has taught us kaow this: Nature

grows and develops wmore by divisions than
by unison. She gives specific operations to
the hmman frame, distinctive work to per-
form, and while other parts of the frame may
sympathetically act in unison with it, the
particular work donc by each operation of
the human frame is peculiar to itself. In the
embryonic stage of manhood there is no
division. We start simply as undifferentiated
cellular forms, Tt is the work of develop-
ment in the fatal stage whieh krings us to
divigions, We grow into forms aml develop-
ment  takes the shape of heart, Drain,
nerves, blood  vessels, bone, viscera, tis.
sue, and so on.  And so it is with the huild-
ing up of the inhabitants in an organised
state on this glebe. We require divisions
in orter to get full capacity and to secure
development, so to speak, Meatal, modern,
and progressive powers ineidental to the
human race are all grouped into divigions,
which is essential. So if we had unification
throughout Australia it wounld be impossible
to have spontancous and loeal advancement.
It has been the divisiens in the State which
have heen responsible for that spirit of
emnlation, stimulation, and progress which
has led us to compete among ourselves,
This ig no empty statement. Tt is because
of this that T am a Western Australian
first, and recognise no over-lord over me. 1
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recognise that Western Australin is the
sister of the States all through the Com-
monwealth, and [ recognise in the Common-
wealth nothing more than a ereature, not
over-lording the States, but created for the
touvenience of the partnership of Austra-
lia, a eonvenience which, of course, is
served by the common-relationships of the
States to the rest of the outside world.
There are some things which a ventralised
hody can o better than these divided
partners acting an their own could achieve.
It is in that sphere, and that sphere alone,
where the (‘ommonweaith can aet in the
interests of all the people of Australia, but
they cannot assume the position of over-
lords of the rest of the community, and
that is the true spirit of the I"ederal Con-
stitution. - That was the spirit in whieh it
was coneeived. That was the view brought
to bear upon it by the ablest statesmen
Auastralia could produce at the time. There
was never an uden that the rights ecalled
Siates rights should be cxterminated . or
that there should be a.lordship over the
vest, but that there should be only powers
granted to the Uommonwealth, yielded and
surrendered for the purposes of conveni-
ence where the States had common inter-
esta and which could best be expressed by
one voice so to speak, acting on behalf, and
only on behalf, of all and not npon its own
arrogated anthority, Holding that view think
vou, Mr. Speaker, that T can vield te a
method of this kind!

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. T. WALKER: No. Tt
absolutely incongistent with the views |
take. Let us make u counter offer. Tet us
offer to collert the taxes for the Common-
wealth .and give them represeatution on our
beard.  Who has a better right to do that
than our own prople themselves? How can
it be that these who are interested in the
perturbarions of the Bast can understand
the conditions of the taxpayers here? How
can they svmpathetically administer ounr
affaira? T hope the day has gone by when
we have to regard the tax gatherer as he
was regevdad in the day of Menry VIL and
Henry VTII. Thope the day has gone by when
we arc o utterly regardless of the well-
being of our witizens as to consider them
only creatnres to cveate wealth for the use
‘or abuse of those who happen tn be in u
position of power. T hope that day has
gone by, We need taxation to carry on the
very necessary funetions of government for
the development of the State of which we
are citizens, We require it for no other
purpose than the administration of those
funetions that give justice hetween men,
and equal opportunity to all eny ecitizens.
That Dbeing =0, who c¢an be more sym-
pathetic, who e¢an have a keencr insight
into the fortunes of the taxpayees than the
brother taxpaver in the person of the
Treasurer of the State? Who ean vnder-
stand the eonditions better? To you mean
ta tell me, Mv. Speaker, thut there are no

would be
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difficulties, and that there are no annoy-
ances, no injustices in the methods of
collecting the tax? There is nothing that
irvitates the public so mneh, nothing that
gels upon their nerves so much as the feel-
ing that they are being unjustly dunned
and dogged for the last penny, to meet the
gatherer’s demand. Shonld we put @ man
whase represeutative head is in Melbourne
in a position to cxercise these powers? [t
is & wrong thing to do and I am opposed
to it. T shall vote against the second teal-
ing of the Bill becanse [ want to see our
oWwn State autenminons; I owant to see our
own State supreme, and 1 want to recognise
no over-lord in the management of our
affairs, Even the colleetion of the totalisa-
tor tax is 1o be put in the hands of the
Commonweaith collector. Tt is ridiculous,
and I cannot underatand the state of mind
that has possesged the people, who on the
seore of saving a mere few thousand pounds
per annum would help to put the chains
upon this Ktate which will oltimately erash
the life out of it. It is ecoming by every
device. By cvery chanrel thar is open, the
Commonwealth is insidiously usurping onr
1ights, our authority, our severeignty,
erushing us  hy  degrecs, aml  doing it
through the agenev of money, Tt means
being poverned by sentiment instead of by
understandiug, by fecling instead of hrains,
A Bill  of this kind takes from us
all tha* we prize and  will make us
veritable slaves, dominated by the c¢rack of
the whip, from a hogus throne in Melbovrue.

Mr. JOENSTON (Williame-Ngrrogin) {5-35]:
T heartily weleome this measure and commend
the Government for their netion in having
brought it forward. For many years past we
have advocated the amalgamation of various
State and Federal departments on terms which
would be satisfactory to Western Australin.

Mr, Angelo: Not on these terms.

Mr. JOENSTON: The amnlgamation of the
State and Federal Savings Banks has heen
gdvoeated on terms that would ensure the money
being kept in \Western Australin, There has
also heen advoeated the amalgamation of the
two electoral departments. The measure hefore
the House represents a definite and practieal
attempt to put that policy inta force.  For many
years the State of Western Australin has hecn
olimbing steep paths, increasing taxation, snd
inerensing expenditure, and we therefore weleome
this oasis of economy which we have met on our
march of extravagance, I hope the measure
will be the forerunner of other administrative
cconomies an® that those other economies will
be carried into immediate effect in the dircction
I have indieated, namely, as regards the State
Savings Bank and the State Electoral Depart-
ment and wherever departments are duplicated
to the disadvantage of the West Australinn tax-
poyer.

Mr. Lambert : Duplicated by whom ?

Mr. JOHNSTON: By the Commonwealth,
though in many respects ageinst my wishes,
Under the powers that we were given by the
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people of Australia when we entered into feder-
ation—

Hon. P. Collier: You are offering inducements
to keep on duplicating because you will hand
the departments over as soon ss they become
duplioated. '

Mr. Lambert : Why not hand over the manage-
ment of our railwoys ¥

Mr. JOHNSTON : Tf that were the only
method by whioh the people of Western Aus-
tralia could be saved the expense of duplication,
T would adopt the course suggested by the hen.
member.

Hon, P. Collier : Keep on handing over every.
thing until we reach the state in which we find
the Northern Territory.

Mr. JOHNSTON : That ean never be under
the sovereign righte which the States possess
under the Conatitution.

Hon. P. Collier: But you are taking away
those sovereign rights,

Mr. JOHNSTON : That would meet with my
opposition, Under the Bill before the House
we shall retain our Commissioner of Taxation
and we shall retain absolute control over the
taxes that may be levied for our own purposes.
We are merely saying that we will permit the
existing Federal tax oollestor who iz already
collecting in our house to collect for the State
a3 well. '

Hon. P. Collier : For the time being,

Mre. JOHNSTON: We say that while the
Federal tax gatherer is there, we will let him
colleot our money rather than harass the tax-
payer by sending round a second collector. 1
have always advoeated this amalgamation.
Natarally T would prefer to have seen the State
do all the work, but that seems impossible, and
consequently T welcome this opportunity of
confirming the ngrecment which has been drafted
between the Commonwealth and the State autho-
ities. I find that at present our State Taxa-
tion Department costs £29,719 a year, and the
value of the offices for cental purposes has to
be added to that amount. Since under the
agreement the Commonwealth will do the work
for one-third of the present cost, including the
value of the offices, it is clear thot Western
Australin will eave £20,000 per atmum by the
amalgamation,

Hon. P. Collier: You could save another
£2,000 a year by petting vid of the Commiesioner
of Railways and allowing the Federal Com-
missioner of Railwavs to take control,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Commonwealth rail-
ways are in a different part of the State, and
they are not mnning parallel with the State rail-
ways in the way that one might say the taxes
are running. To my mind there is no parallel
in the illustration put forward by the leader of
the Opposition. .

Hon. P. Collier: The man who pays State
land tax lives where the man who pays Federal
land tax lives.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN : The Federal land-taxpayer
also pays the State land tax.

Hon. W. Angwin: But a lot pay the State
land tax who do not pay the Federal land tax.

Mr. JOHRSTON : T am aware of that. The
payers of income tax ot present have to lodge
two returns, one for the State and one for the
Commonwealth. The State return is lodged at
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the office in Wellington-street, and the lederal
return just round the corner in King-street.

Mr. Lambert : That is an easy matter to do,
There is no need besause of that to amalgamate
the departmenta.

Mr. JOENSTON : Under the amalgamation
it will be possible to prepare the returns for
the two departments on the one form, At the
present time we all know that many taxpayers
have to pay more money to have their returns
prepared than they ultimately pay in tax,
Throughout Australia I believe a great many
people are looking forward to the consummation
of this mensure which, so far as Western Auss
tralia is conoerned, will prevent the taxpayers
being harassed in the way in which they have
been harassed by having to lodge duplicate
returne,

Mr. Lambert :
oountry,

Mr. JOENSTON : T have perused the agree-
ment and I find that it safeguards the intereats
of the State in every direotion, partionlarly hy
the provision that we retain our own State
Taxation Commissioner,

Hon, P. Collier: That does not amount to a
snap of the fingers.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That officer will have
control of the staff dealing with State taxation
matters,

Hon. P. Collier:
of the staff,

Mr, JOHNSTON : Yes; thet is provided in
the agreement. The agreoment provides for
such & measure of eontrol by the State Taxation
Commissioner over the staff that they shall carry
oub his wishes as far as State matiers are con-
cerned, .

Hon. P. Collier: The hon, member is entirely
wrong. The agreeimtent provides that the staff
go over to the Federal Government.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The staff are absolutely
handed over ; but still, if & member of the staff
is doubtful as to the interpretation of a certain
matter, in casc of the State law being different
from the Federal law, then the iuterpretation
given by the State Taxation Commissioner has
to be followed by that member of the staff.

Hon. P, Collier : But with regard to the staff
the ngreement statea merely that such yportions
of the staff as the Commonwealth may place
under our State Taxation Commissioner shall bo
subject to his direotion. Nevertheless, they
%o over absolutely to the Federal Taxation

lommissioner,

Mr. JOENSTON : Tt is true that they hecome
Federal officers.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member said a
moment ago that the staff are to be under our
Commissioner. That is not correot.

Mr. JOENSTON: 1 know that they are to
heoome TFederal officers.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, and to he under the
Federal Commissioner,

Mr. JOHNSTON: Nofwithstanding that,
they are to oarry out the instructions of the
State Commissioner as regards the interpretation
of State lnws and the collection of State
taxes; ond that is all we want. T submit
thet the Western Australian taxpayer does not
care ftwopenoe whether the e¢lerks who assess
his tax and issue his veceipt for taxes paid are
Federal officera or State officers, so long as he

God help the farmers of this

He will not have eontrol
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has the knowledge that he iz only paying for the
suppert of one Taxation Department instead
of paying for the upkeep of two separate Tax-
atwll: Departments both doing exactly similar
wWork,

Hon. W. Angwin:
agreement,

'Mr. JOHNSTON : I shall do so when the
Bill gets into Committee. I hope that the poliey
of amalgamating duplicate Federal and State
departments will be cerried » great deal further.
I admit that it would have been to the ndvantage
of the people of this State if the Federal Govern-
ment had not established a Commonwealth
%ﬂ\‘i:gs Bank to compete with our State Savings

ank.

Mr, Lambert: Would you hand that over?

Mr. FOHNSTON : Wao must remember, how-
cver, that the Commonwealth Savings Bank was
established by the Federal authorities under the
provisions of the Commonwealth Constitution.

Mr. Lantbert : Would you give the Common-
wenlth (Government control of the Agricultural
Bank ¥

Hon. P. Collier: And of the Industries Assist-
ance Board ¥ .

Mr. JGHXSTON : Unfortunately there is no
Federal tndustries Assistance Board, =& cir.
oumstance which I very much regret for the sake
of the man on the land in Western Australia.

Hon. I Collier: You have sucked the State
Industries Assistance Board dry, and now you
want o Federal Industries Assistance Roard.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN : 1 regret that the Common-
wealth Savings Bank was established; but
shortly after its establishment, in 1913, the then
Prime Minister of Australin, Mr. Fisher, visited
this Ktate and discussed with the Western Aus-
tralian Ctovernment of the day the yuestion of
amalgamating the State and Federal Savinga
Banks.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. member
had hetter keep to the Bill.

Mr. JOHNSTUN : I respectfully subimit, Sir,
that the whole of the prineiple of amalgamating
SBtate and  Federal departments is involved.
Every previous speaker has referred to this
aspect of the matter,

Mr. SPEAKER : Bub the hon. member is
labouring the question.

Mr. JOHNSTON : 1 do not wish to labour ths
question, Sir, but on the second reading of this
Bill 1 desire to offer an explanation of the whole
position. \Without referring to the effect which
this Bill must have on the operations of the
State Savings Bank, T may say—

Mr, SPEAKER: This Bill has no effect on
the Ntate Savings Bank, and does not propose
to interfore with it.

Mr. JOHNSTON : At any rate the member
for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen), who preceded me,
denlt with that aspect of the question.

Mr. SPEAKER: That was only a passing
allusion in reply to an interjection.

Mr, JOHNSTON : Av any rate, | remember
Mr. Fisher visiting Western Australia for the
purpose of diseussing the question of amal-
gamation of State and Federal services, including
the State and Federal Savings Banks, How.
ever, the whole question of the amalgamation of
the State and Federal Taxation Departments,
and of the State and Yederal Savings Banks,
and of the two Rlectoral Departments, was

Read Clause 24 of the

| ASSEMBLY.]

involved in the policy then suggested by Mr.

Yigher. The then Prime Minister made a definite
offer to the people of Weatern Australin that if
they were prepared to permit the Commoniwealth
Savings Bank to take over the State Savings
Bank, he wouid not cnly allow the Western
Australian Government to retain all the money
then in the State Savings Bank—

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the hon.
member to discuss the whole of the Common-
wealth Bank system and Savings Bank system
under this Bill,

Mr. JOHNSTON : At any rate, I may say——

Hon. W. (. Angwin: You may as well say
straight out that Mr. Fisher did not stick to his
promige.

Mr, JOHXSTON : I do not know what were
the reasons for the failure of the negotiations,
but T know that asince the time to which T allude
13 millions of money have been deposited in
the Commonwealth Savings Bank here.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better keep to the Bill,

Mr. JOHNATON : Tasmania and € ueensland
have adopted the policy of amnlgamating Federal
and State departments. Tn both those States
we find the Commonwealth Yavines Bank amal-
gamated with the State !avings ) ank, Had
the agreement put before the people of this
State by Mr. Fisher in 1M3 been concummated
the Government of Western Australin would
have had the usc, at & very low rate of intereat,
of three-quarters of the sum of 1} million de-
posited since that dete in the Commoenwealth
Savings Bank by residents of Western Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep to the Bill befure the Houwse. He is now
wholly discussing banking propositions. 1 cannot
allow the hon. member to proceed anx further
on those lines.

Mr. JOHNSTON : Very well, Mr. Speaker,
Tf you are determined not to give me the right
that was extended to previous members, I
cannot help it.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member has not
discussed the Bill at all. He has been discussing
banking.

Mr. JOHNSTON : | am discussing the policy
of amalgamating the State an-l Federal Taxa-
tion Departments, which matter, [ take it, is
part of the broad policy of amalgamating dupli-
cate Iederal and State services.

Mr. SPEAXER : 71t is unfortunate thst the
Bill doeg not provide for that. That is all.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I regret, Hiv, that wvou
pull me up in this way. T can omly say that
under this agreement the Westein Aunstralian
taxpayer is going to he relieved of a great deal
of the cost he now hag to bear for the main-
tenance of duplicatc departments. We have
the Federal Taxation Department duplicating
the work which the State Tavation Department
performs, By this measure the (overmment
very properly propose that such duplication
of services shall end, at least so far as taxation
is concerired. T trust that this Lill marks the
heginninz of an erp of cconomy in Westers
Australia, econmomy which will extend so far as
to prevent Federal services being duplicated
here in the future as they have been in the past.

Hon. P. Collier: You can economise hy am-
algamating the Williame-Narrogir and Wagin
electorates.
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Mr. JOHNSTON: If we had a proper redis-
tribution of scats Act, there would le an extrs
member for that part of the State.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr, JOHNSTON: I am afraid, however,
that the Speaker will not allow me to follow
up the disorderly interjection obtruded by the
leader of the Oppositiom. I em sorry that T
have not beem permitted to go fully into the
Subject matter of the Bill. Whilst the Govern.
ment have done the right thing in bringing this
measure before Parliament, whilst they are
taking o proper course in proposing the amal-
famation of these* two departments, still T
believe that the force ¢f circumstances in Wes-
term Australia is such that that coutse of action
would have beem imposed on the tiovernment
in the near future even if Ministers had mot
taken this step. Wherever T go, throughout
the State, I find the one complaint: the people
tay to me, “ We lodged a form of enrolment
aird thought we were on the toll; bLut when
election time came round we found we were
Bot on the roll because we had lodged & Federal
claim cnrd instead of & Htate claim card,”  Just
834 the Federal and State Taxation Departments
aro being amalgamated, so 1 claim that the
Govermment, if they do their duty and follow
up the policy which they are introducing to
the Weatern Australisn people by the mensure
Row under discussion, will endeavour to bring
about a similar position with regard to the
Tederal and State Electoral Departments, The
sooner that is done, the better it will be for all
the people of this Ktate. The people are groaning
under the enormous burdens of taxation piled
on them hy reason of the duplication of depart-
ments, aduplication which, moreover, is actually
robbing the C(iovermment of Western Australia
of a great deal of money which they would other-
wise have available for expenditure on develop-
ment. T refer to the loss in hard cash of the
sum of €£123000 which would have ecome
into the coffers of this State had the ngreement
proposed. hy Mr. TFisher for amalramation of
the Federal amd State Savings Bonks, away
back in the vear 1913, been consummated. It
was thon the desire of many memhers of this
House, including, T helieve, yourself, Mr. Speaker,
that snch an amalgamation should ¢ome ahout,
provided of course that the terms were reason-
able and Fair, However, T have snid that T
weleome this Bill. T comsider it is the duty of
the {lovermment of this State to make even a
small snerilice, if necessary, in order to let an
officer who is to-day a State officer hecome o
Federal oflicer, a3 is proposed by the agreement,
provided that by so doint we can relieve the
people of some of the burden of extravagence
and waste imposed upon them by the duplication
of services. 1 contend that the Government
are doing excelient work for the people of Wes-
teir Australin jn making an agreement wunder
which the cost of collecting'our taxation will
be only ome-thicd of what it is now. The Covern-
ment arc to be commended for having made
such an excellent agreement. Tt seems, how-
ever, that there must have beent a great deal of
waste ix our State Taxatiom Department, and
olso much extravagance, if the Federal people
can come along and do the snme service at ome.
third of the pregent cost. I hope the Govern-
ment will not be content to stop with the amal-
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gamation of theso two departments bub will
consider the questior of amalgamating other
departments which are mow duplicated. If
necessary, they should appoint Mr. Black, who
is the State Commissioner of Taxation, to go
right through all the duplicated departmetts
for the purpose of ascertainimg— -

Mr. O'Loghlerr : Why not Mr, Owen ¥

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am dealing with Mr.
Black, the officer whom this Bill exempta from
transfer to the Federal service. Whilst all the
other officers of the State Taxation Depart-
ment are being tronsferred to the Commonwesith,
Mr. Black, our Commissiomer of Taxatiom,
remaing & State officer. In my opimion Mr
Black, our Commissioner of Taxation, remains
a State officer ; and I consider Mr. Black should
be appointed to overhaul all the departmenta
now duplicated.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Why Mr. Black ?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Mr, Biack is an officer
whose position I am permitted to discvss in
connection with this measure,

Mr. O’Loghlen : There are a hundred other
officers coneerned too.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 o 7-30 pon.
Mr. JOHNSTON: Before tea T wags urg:

ing the acceptanee of this measure for the
amalgamation of the State and Federal Tax-
ation departments.

Hon. T. Walker: Amalgamation! A sub.
mission of this State to the Federal authori-
ties!

My, JOANSTON: A measure to peemit
the Commonwealth to eolleet our taxes on lines
laid dovwn by this Parliament at o saving of
two-thirds of the present ecost to the Stato,
That saving is the feature of the measure
that partieularly appeals to me. 1 wounld ap-
plaud the Government if anything approach-
ing a similar saving were possible right
through the ficld of our departmental admin-
istration. Of conrse we know that a redue-
tion of two-thirds of the cost is not pos.
sible. T hope this meagure is part of a bread
policy for the amalgamation of Btate and
Federal departments wherever there s o du-
plieation of work and provided that the peo-
ple’'s meney can bs saved in this manner
without injuring the public interest. That is
what T helieve the Government will achieve
by the measure now hefore the Ilouse, Tn
this ease the Vederal Taxation Department
will be eapable of deoing the work for the
Htate in aceordance with the wishes of the
Rtate Taxution Commissioner, but In other
enses where the State has the more efficient
organisation, sueh as the workers' homes
board, 1 wounld certainly suggest that any
amalgamation ehould lenve the whole of the
administration in the hands of that eMicient
board  or the existing State depart.
ment.  Mr. Black amd Mr. Owen or some
other officer appreved Dy the Government
should go into the question of the amalga-
mation of State and Federal Departments
where the services are duplicated with a view
to introdneing further measures on the lines
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of the onme we are now considering. Parti-
cularly does this apply to the Electoral De-
purtment.

Hon. T. Walker: . Would you give the Io-
lice forve away? The Commonwealth are du
plicating that service,

Mr, JOHNSTON: No; I think that action
on the part of the Prime Minister was one
of shocking extravagance. 1 do not wish to
get into trouble with the Speaker, or T could
deal more thoroughly with the hon. mem-
ber’s interjection. I hope this Bill will bo
accepted while we have an opportunity to
save £20,000 a year, and thus reduce our
administration eost. We have an opportunity
to get donc at a cost of only £10,000 per
annuim work which is now costing us over
£30,000 per annum, T do not wish this op-
portunity te be missed in the way that. we
missed an opportunity previously for the
amalgamation of -State and Federal services.
Might T illustrate my remarks by referring
to the opportunity this State had in 1913 to
amalgamate the State and Federal savings
banks.

Hon. P. Collier:
teen times already.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T have wnot. I only
wish to make my illusiration clenr, baecause
it was ent off in the middle.

Hon. P, Collier: What! DMake it clear by
repetition!

Ton. T. Walker: Tedious repetition.

Mr. TOONSTON: Tt is not repetition; T
was not permitted to finish my remarks. T
hope the Speaker will permit me as n mat-
ter of justice to finish my vemarks so that I
shall not be thought to advocate the amal-
gamation of State and Federal savings banks
at any cost.

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not in this Bill
I lave already allowed the hon. member a
lot of latitode,

Mr, JOHNSTON: What 1 wish to peint
out is that we had an opportunity similar to
the one we arc considering to-day.

Mr. SPEARKER. That opportunity is not
mentioned in this Bill.” Tf it were T wonld
allow the hon, member to diseuss it.

Mr, JOUNSTON: T do not wish this
opportunity to be lost, in a manner which
eost the country the use of a large sum of
Federal money which might have been placed
at the disposal of the State Government,

Hon, T. Walker: That is the fiftecenth
time,

AMr, TOHNSTON: Tt is not; T have not
vet had an opportunity to get to the point.
That money was te be lent to the State at
only one per cent, above the rate of interest
paid hy the hank to the depositor,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not purste that line of argument any fur-
ther,

Mr. JOANSTON: There is onc rnle for
this e¢orner party and another for other hen,
members in this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her must withdraw that statement,

You have told us that six-
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AMr. JOHNSTON: 1 withdraw it. Pro-
vided that the State pets its taxes collected
cheaply T do not mind whether the clerk who
colleets them is called a Federal officer in-
stead of a State officer. Tt docs not matter
at all. What conmends this Bill to me 15 the
great economy which will be effeeted. I he-
licve we are living on the eve of times when
the people will demand many similar econo-
mies. T helieve they will insist on the pruning
knife being applied te othzr departments
in a similar way to this proposal wherchy the
cost of the State Taxation Department is be-
ing reduced, though perhaps not to the same
extent, but the principle of ceonomy, which
is the deminant feature of the policy at the
baek of this Bill, should pervade other Gov-
ernment departments. T welcome the meas-
ure as a first step in these amalgamations,

Hon. P. Collicr: T thought you were op-
posing it.

Mr, JOHNSTON: And when Parliament
again meets T hope that whatever Govern-
ment are in power—and 1 believe the present
Government will be—they will follow up the
poliey introduced to-night with measures for
the amalgamation of the State and Federal
Electoral Departments and Savings Banks,
provided always that the interests of the peo-
ple are safeguarded as they are under this
Bill by the retention of the services of the
State Commissioner of Taxation as a State
officer. T support the second realing.

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [740]: T am uot like the member
for Williams-Xarrogin, 1 do not weleome the
inftrodnetion of this RBill, beenuse it is the
first step towards unification.

The Premier: You know it is not.

Hon. P. Collier:  One of the steps on the
road.

Hon. W, . ANGWTIXN: The State is not re-
spongible for the duplication of offices. The
duplication of oflices in this State has bheen
due to the Commonwenlth. T have endeavoured
sp far as posaible in my own electorate and in
other electorates to show that there was no
neeessity for duplication of departments. The
State Government have several departments
for the management of their affairs and they
eonld very well varry out the work required
by the Federal Government. T instanced at
the same time what was being done in connec-
tion with the Puoblic Works Department, but
in all probability a branen of the Federal
Public Works Devartment will be started in
this State earlier than we cxpeet, as the ques-
tion has already recveived consideration. Tf
it is necessary to cheapen the cost of adminis-
tration by handing over our departments to
the Commounwealth, the prineiple will apply to
other departments where duplication exists.
Tt ig impoessible for the Commonwenlth to ex-
tend their operations by usurpine the fone-
tions of the State unless they first ohtain the
consent of the people under the Constitution,
theé final decision lies with the veople. Thix
bheing se, and the Commonwenlth, realisines
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*that ou every occarion a vote has heen taken
the people have turned down the pruposal for
uan extension of Federal powers, there is a
possibility of the Commonwealth offering to
undertake State services at a reduced cost.
They are offering the State €Government to
take over our Taxation Department at one-
third the present cost, but no one knows what
will he the cost to the Commonwealth to col-
leet these taxes, Tf it costs the Commonwealth
congiderably more for collecting these taxes
thap the Commenwealth are claiming frow the
State Government, the people will have to pay
that amount,

The Prewier: It cannot cost them more,

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: This agreement is
for one year only, after which it may be ter-
minated on six ealendar months’ notiee being
given, Suppose at the end of the year, after
the whele of our Taxation Department had
heen disbamded and the officers transferred to
the Federal Department, the Federal Govern-
ment found it cost a little more money to
vollect the State taxes than they had antiei-
pated, they eould notify the State Government
that they dil not intend to collect our taxes
in future for the amount set out in the agree-
ment. They conld give six months® notice and
notify the Government that &1l the State offi-
cors had been taken over becauge the Federal
Department was doing our work. Next year
the amount charged to the State would prob-
ahly be one half of the present cost and then
another third would be added later on until
within three or four years they would reach
the amount we are paying now. After that we
«oull expect to pay more than we are paying
now for the collection of our taxes. Membera
should ask whether the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would collect the taxes in Western Aus-
tralia for ome-third of the cost unless they
were of opinion that they would be getting
something by so doing.

The Premier: They can do it for that
amount,

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: T do not see how
they can do it for that amount. The Com-
monwealth are going to take over all the offi-
cers and is it possible for them to do the work
at less cost?

The Premier: They will absorb them in the
rervice.
Mr.
way.

on. W, (', ANGWTN: The Commonwealth
Government only take over the department and
the officers connected with it. The Common-
wealth serviee to-day is considerably gver-
manned. Possibly it is intended to use this,
on a 12 mounths’ asreement, for the purpose
of gaining additional powers over the State.
1+ this asrcement had heen for ten years, one
conld understand it, but it iz only for 12
months.

The Premier: T did not know that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: As a matter of faet
they could terminate it at six months’ notice.
There is no guarantee that they will continue
doing the work at the agreed-upon price for
any length of time, Having regard to the

Pickering: They will get at us another
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abnormally high cost of Commonwealth ad-
ministration, there is a very good chance of
the cost to ns increasing at an early date.
The member for Williams-Narrogin  (Mr.
Jolnsgton)} tried to show that the State Com-
migsioner of Taxation would have full powers
to aet on behalf of the Stute,

The Premier: So he will have.

Mr. Johnston: It is quite elear,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Nonsense! Clause
23 provides that the State Crown Law shall
supply the State Commissioner with free legal
advice as to what action is to be taken. But
under the very next provision the State Com-
missionar, before taking action to defend any
ease, must obtain the adviee of the Common-
wealth Crown Law,

The Premier: That is merely a safeguard.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then why shonld
the State Commissioner waste the time of the
State Crown Law, since he cannot act except
on the advice of the Commonwealth Crown
Law in Melbourne? The next elanse provides
that before any appeal under the State laws
is referred to o court, it must be submitted to
the Federal Commissioner of Taxation for the
ardviee of the Commonwealth Crown Law as fo
the correct interpretation of the law, and that
the appeal shounld be allowed or disallowed in
accordance with such advice. Yet we are told
the State Commissioner will be there to earry
out the laws of the State! That is true, but
only under the advice of the Commonwealth
Crown Law, not under the advice of the man
who drafted the State Bill

The Premier: We do not want two prosecu-
tions for the ome offence.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That has nothing
whatever to do with the point I am putting
forward.

Hon, T. Walker: You eannot have even
one without the adviee of the Federal author-
ity in Melbourne.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: How can the Com-
missioner go to the State Crown Law when
he can do nothing wntil he receives the ad-
vice of the Commonwealth Crown Law? The
?tate Commissioner will Dbe tied hand and

oat.

Hon, T. Walker: Come inte my partour!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T apree that if
wa can ddeercase eost it should be dome, but .
let us do it in a proper manner, The mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin knows very little
about the yposition in respect of the State
Savings Bank, or he would not have put wp
the argnment which he did.  You, Bir, will
not allow me to go into that question, but
let me tell the hon. member that the final
conclusion was prejudicial to the State, [
am entirely opposed to the duplieation of de-
partments, but I think we should show the
people that the State is not responsible for
it. Tnstead of doing that, some of us are
inclined to lead the people to Dbelicve that
the fault lics with the State. T have often
heard that put up on the election platform,
At tha last cleetion a eandidate for the
West Province declared that if he got into
FParlinment he would hring about economy
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by the wiping out of the duplication of de-
partments, I put a question to him. I asked
him whether, every time the Commonwealth
Government  started a  department which
would mean the duplication of a State de-
partment, -he would agree to hand over the
State work to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment? He said, ' No, eertainly not.’’ Then
[ said, ** Well, how are you going to do away
with the duplication of departments???
Myr. Pickering: And he was elean bowled,

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: The fault hag
lnin with the Commonwealth in every in-
stanee,  (Our Flectoral Department was in

existenee long bhefore that of the Common-
wealth. Then there were the Aunalytieal and
the Quarantine Departments. The Common-
woalth exme along and started correspond-
ing departments, bringing in their ‘own
officers.  Why should they start a quaran-
tine department?

The {remier: That is a different matter,

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: The principle is
exactly the same. If we had not our State
Quarantine Department we should have dis-
vase broadcast throughout Western Awstra-

lin. As the member for Forrest ~ (Mr.
O Loghlen) said, the same applies to the
railways, We have on the Kulgoorlic sta-

tion Commonwealth porters and State por-
ters, the only difference heing that the State
pavs 1s. & day more than does the Common-
wealth.
Mr. Johnston:
serviee homes.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIXN: That is a different
system. [ should be sorry to see the Workers’
[Tomes Board put in charge of the people
running the war serviee homes.  Tn reply
to an interjection asking him why he did
not eonstruet the war service homes for the
Commonwealth, the Premier said they would
not let him do it
Ton, P. Coilicr:

- thing we have,
1an, W, ¢, ANGWIN:

Then there are the war

They will take every-

Everything that

dees not cost money.  They will not take
TTealth or Education.
Mon. P. Collier: We want them to tnke

ever the Ohservatory, hat they will not do it.

The Premier: At all events, T did not
vate for [Federation.

Flon, W, G, ANGWIN: Never mind that
now, We are in it and we have to stay
there, but let ws make the best of it, If
the Commonwealth want to gain possession
of the varions departments of State Tet them
do it in a proper manner, by the votes of
the people of “the State. This agreement
will save us £20,000 per annum, which is
a very great indveement. But T helieve that
three vears hence, instead of it saving ns
£20,000 per annum, it will be costing us an
additional £10,000. The Commonwealth will
not continue at that vate for long, They
will not do the work at a loss, but will make
the State pay for it, whatever it costs. On
the other hand, no matier what the State
may do for the Commonwealth, the Com-
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monweajth will attempt to get out of pay-
ing for it.

‘e Premier: It was different in the old
days.

Hon, W, {1 ANGWIN: They were fair m
the old days. Of course they did not then
have enormous staffs to maintain,

The Premier: The very Constitution makes
fo¢ high cost,

Hon., W. (. ANGWIXN:
tution was framed it
that  the

When the ¢ onati-
was never intended
Commonwenlth  should  impose
a land tax and an  income tax, They
were  to have only the Customs, the
PPast, Office, Defence, and matters of that
deseription, which it was thought they conld

earry  out hetter than could the States,
it wins unever intended to cencroach oo the
State's sovereiguty in any way. Suppoese the
Qovernment  enter into  this agreement!
Will it not be held up, if the convention

takes place within the next two vears, as proof
to the people of Australin that we had col-
tected the toxes of Wesiern Aunstralin st
£20,000 a year less than it had cost previously ?
[t would nat be that much cheaper or cost that
wmuch less to the people of Woestern Australia,
It it would bhe that mueh less cost to the
Western Australian Government.

Mr. Pickering: That is se.

Mon, W. . ANGWIN: We will not know
what it will cost the Federal Government teo
volleet, but it will be a strong argument be-

- fore the convention to ewleavour to get other

matters of State passed over to the Common-
wealth, T know the bad finaneial position the
(iovernment are in and that ther want all the
moucy they ean get, but we have to he careful
Lefore we hand over to the Commonwealth any
of our departments. We ghould rather move
Tenven and ecarth to secure control of the de-
partments which they have and which are a
duplieation of our own departments.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [81]: T am
nrepared to support the measure.  In doing so
[ rommend the Government upon their agree-
ment with the Commonwealth nuthoritics. The
question has heen hefore the publie for a num-
har of years, T take it the Government have
mol into touch with the officers idealing with
this proposition, ant that this is the hest
npreement that enn be arrived at.  The RBill
will receive the fullest approbation, T beliove,
of the people and will in a weasure help to
create a better feeling with respeet to the
Commonwealth. A good deal of stress has
Leen laid upon the wanner in which we have
wiffered at the hands of the Commansealth.
One wonld think we were denling with an
alien nation. T am prepared to believe that
the Commonwealth ave only desirovs of deal-
ing fairly with Western Australin,  Our posi-
tion in this State is in a measure to be com-
pared with thoge people who live in the North.
We of the north at times feel that we are
neplacted by the Governmant in the south, hut
T feel sure there is no desire on the part of
the Government to negleet us, bhut merely that
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they do not realise our position. We eannot
get into ¢lose touch with them and put before
them our wants and requirements. 1f we have
not had the best of treatment from the Com-
monwealth Government it is probably largely
due to the faet that we have not properly re-
resented our case, We have not been able to
get into direct eommunication with them as
cagily a3 we might have done. Heference has
lieen made to unifieation. This is Jooked npon
as a bogey to some extent. I believe that uni-
fieation is coming, probably sooner than many
of us anticipate. This in a measure will be
brought about by the means of aerial com-
munieation we now have. Who would believe
a little while ago that we could have reached
the remotest corner of Australia in a few
hours by aviation? Some of the machines are
now capahle of travelling at 200 miles
an hour and conld fly across Aunstralia in eight
or ten hours, This sort of thing will bring
the people of Australia together and we shall
have a better understanding, 1 weleome a
megsure such as this. It will be for the good
of the whole of Australia. The member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) asks why the
Commonwealth do not allow ns to collect the
two toxes. Why shouid the Commonwealth do
so? They are the predominating or senior
partner in this comnection.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: We arc the senior
partoer. We were here first,

Mr. DPURACK: 1t would be humiliating to
cur statns as a Commonwealth if the junior
partner were allowed to make this collection.
Would the member for Kanowna, as senior
partner in his firm, allow his junior partner
to dietate to him the policy to be pursued in
respect to his business?

[lon. W. (. Angwin: We were in existence
Iong befere, and we are the senior partner,

Mr. DURACK: Whilst we would welcome
the saving of £20,000, it is not so mueh the
saving that is of importance as the feeling of
content that will gradually come to the people
of the State, The period of the agrcement is
foo short. We are not giving anything away.
We have allowed for only six months for the
termination of this agreement, and I hope in
‘Committer we shall he able to make the term
as at the period of each financial year. The
member  for North-East Premantle (Hon.
W, . Angwin) said that the Commonwealth
would make the State pay what it cost to col-
Teel these taxes, and that probably there would
he an inerease in the cost of collecting them
after a few vears. 1f any danger of that sort
arises we can always terminate the agreement.
I feel that the measure will be welcomed by
the residents of this State, and have mueh
Pleasure in supporting it.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [S8.7] Much
as T wonld welecome economy or anything
that wonld be likely to effect cconomy either
in our Parlinment or our administrative sys-
tem, | say that this is teying with a dan-
perons principle.  Before any good ean be
alane either in our governmental system or
otherwise, it i3 necezsary that we shonld re-
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model not only the Federal Constitution but
the State Constitntion, Until that is done I
would not coneede to the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment one iota of power in this or in any
other direction. Therc is nothing more re-
grettable than the indifferent manner in
which the PFeidera) {lovernment have endea-
vourell to faee the problems confronting
Western Australin, 14 the war had not oe-
enrred and public attenfion Dbeen  focussed
upon it, it would undoubtedly have heen
foenzged upon  the extraordinary extrava-
gauve on the part of the Federal Covern-
ment sinee the consummation of federation.
Of the many arts of the Federa) Government
T cannot ser one that redounds to their
eredifi” The problem arising ont of the
northern portion of Western Anstralia, and
those higuer problems which are purely Aus-
traltan shovld have been tackled by the Auas-
tra'tan Parliament but have heen ignored.
To some cxtent the powers under the Fed-
eora)l Constitotion are heing exceeded. Tt is
questiorable whether we bave any right te
barter awnay the sovercign vights of Weatern
Australia in thiz manner. This departure is
the first rervious attompt hy thig or any other
8Biat> Porliament to indireetly barter away
our sovercizn richts,

Mre. Durack:  What about the
Department in Sownth  Australia?

Me, LAMBERT: That is not a case on
all fours with that of allowing the Federal
Government to colle¢t oar taxes. At all
times the Federal authorities have shown a
desire to erente new departments.

Mr. Nairn:
tion of taxes.

Mr. LAMBERT: T1f the principle ia once
established, that the Federal Government
have the right to gorner our taxes, the next
thing they will ask for is to veto or agree to
the taxes we impose,

Mr. Nairn: They would have to alter the
Conatitution firat.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt i an absolute viola-
tion of the State's Constitntion for Parlia-
ment in this indireet manner to barter away
our sovereign rights, Tt is expressly set out
in the Federal Constitntion the manner in
which we should enlarge the powers of the
Feileral Parliament and the Federal Consti-
tution. Tf it is thought advisable to give to
a cventral Parliament cxtended powers, they
should be given in a proper constitutional
mamer, and not in this indivect fashion. T
hope hon. members will take a scrious view
of the position; net that we should he petty
or State inclined, but we must have regard
to the fact that in our present aystem of
government in Australin we have a big ter-
ritory to contrel, and we should be very
icalons of our rights and not barter away
ihe slightest power we possess to-day. Lot
the ¥oderal Government carry out their
ironer functions as the Gevernment of Aus-
tralia. before we hanid over these important
depariments of State to their control. T am
shorked to think that this measure shonld
receive serious attention nt the hands of this

Klertoral

This is only for the rcollee-
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Parlinment, 1 hope the day is near when
those responsible for public thought in this
State will realise that the sooner we have re-
modelled our Constitution the better. Before
we ean give any direet force to the useful-
ness of the Pederal Govermnent, this must be
done. We particularly require in the first
instance, in giving extended powers to the
Federal Goverament, to see that the big un
peopled portion of the north is peopled. That
is of almost greater importance to Australia
than any other question. There are also
other points which call for attention in re-
gard to the Federal Government. It is bun-
kum te talk of making a serious deparfure
of this deseription merely for the saving of
£20,000, The member for Kimberley has
spoken about the north and the impossibifity
of getting into close touech with the State
Government. Tt would be worse if we were
to centralise our form of government, of
which this is apparent]y the initial step. Al
the members of the Federal Parliament are
obsessed with the belief that the Federal
Government should control onr railways and
everything else. One hon. memher spoke
about the control of our Savings Bank. Tt
has been the desire of the Federal Govern-
ment for some time to virtually monopolise
the banking in Australia to-day. Tf there
is a proper apportiommnent of the various
powers there might be gome central auth-
ority and control over this matter, but wntil
we can mect our own finanelal requirements
and find out whether we are justified in bar-
toring away the powers which we possess to-
day we should step very carcfully befors
doing anything in this direction. We onght
to desire to see one authority eontrolling
sueh things as banking, the gathering of
taxes, electoral matters and other concerns
whose peeuliar features lend themsclves to a
unifiecd form of control, but we shonld
hesitate before we make the initial step
in this ddireetion, which would only lead
ug into a most violent form of unifiea-
tion and wonld do no practical good.
The sooner the State penerally, as well as
the State Parliament, realises the tendeney
that all this is taking, the more quickly shall
we appreciage the danger. If we conceded
the principle under the agreement we are
now discussing, and if we regard it as n
gound one, the Federal Government will
simply look around and see which "Govern-
ment departments they can suggest they
should take over next. They will endeavour
to secure perhaps our Flectoral Department
and if they suceeed in securing that depart-
ment, the next they will probably look for
will he the railways. Tt should be realised
that fully nine-tenths of the members of the
Federal Parlinment feel that it is an obse-
lute obligation on the part of the Federal
Government to contrel the whole of the rail-
ways of Australia. In a desire to sce a
uniform gauge and o better system of rail-
way management throughout Australia, this
problem would have been tackled soomer if
they had been able to seceurc any encourage-
ment from any of the States. '
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Mr, Hardwick: I think they will want the
septic tanks next.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think they will
desire to secure the septic tanks any more
than they would want the septic member.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon,
maimnber must not be offensive.

Mr. LAMBERT: I did not desire to be
offensive. 1 should have said, ‘‘the member
for the scptic tanks.’’ This is a serious
problend and we should have regard to the
acts of the Federal Government as we have
expericnced them in Western Australia. Se
far as we can sec, the Federal Administra-
tion have hardly shown themselves capable
of managing an empty house, let alone an
empty State, We have big spaces which we
require to be filled up, and we should cxpect
the Tederal Governnient to oxercise their
due obligations to Weatern Australia, 1t
would be detrimental to comeede Ffurther
powers to a central authority. There
arc very few important departments of the
State in which the TFederal Government will
not desire to secure a footing. They have
sought to sceure a footing in our financial
departments and in our banking, and the
next matter which will probably receive their
consideration is the subjeet of State insur-
ance.  That is a matter upon whieh that
Government would like te Iny violent hands.
Members should not treat this as a party
question, They should e prepared to show
by their votes and speeches that thcy are not
prepared to allow the Federal Government to
further invade the funetions of the State.
t do not think members should show by their
votes that they are prepared to give one iota
of cxtra power to the Commonwealth,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.19]: In re-
viewing the question before members we
should judge of the probabilities by the
actnalities. Practically the first vote I east
wher I came to this State was that upon
Federation. I was full of hope for the
future of Australin under a Tedoral regime.
After 20 years’ expericence of Federation,
however, T have come to the conciugion that
if 1T were afforded another opportunity T
would not aow vote in favour of Federation.
There is not one scrvice the TFederal Gov-
ernment have carried out in eannection with
the State that redounds to the credit of the
Commonwealth, There is not ane depart-
ment in which the Commonwealth has exer-
cised funections in which the interests of the
State have not suffered. I will not deal
with all the departments which have heen
referred to by members. The experience re-
garding the post office and many of the other
matters should be fresh in the minds of
members and also our experience regarding
the surplus revenue, Al these things should
make ua vealise that Western Australin has
no goed grounds for coufidence in handiug
any of thesec departments over to the Com-
monwealth,

Mr, Angclo: They absolutely robbed wus of
our surplus revenue.
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Mr. PICKERING: That gquestion,-and the
attitude of the lederal Covernment in that
regard, have already been dealt with by
members during the course of a lengthly de-
bate., One thing which has cauvsed me more
surprise than anything clse is that we have
funl two Western Australian-born members
advoeating handing over the Taxation De-
partment to the Federal Government., I
conld understand it if they had been men
who had formerly been resident in the East-
ern States or had come from some distant
part of the world. When I remember the
experience of Western Australia since Fed-
eration, I cannot but wonder at these mem-
bers adopting the attitude they took np to-
night. Of the Western Australian-born with
whom T am acquainted, T do not think that
there are more than half a dozen who would
vote in favomr of Federation to-day, or
would concede that they were not right in
opposing Federation in years gone by, We
are now asked to hand over to the Federal
Government very important departments of
the State. Why do the Federal Government
desire to take over these departments?

Mr. Nairn: Beeaunse we want them to.

Mr. PICKERING: Is it reasomable to
think that a State department which is in op-
eration in this State coulil be better controlled
by poople outside? We have several depait-
ments in Western Justralia upon which the
Federal Government have trespassed. One
would have thought that, from a business
point of view, the Federal Governmont would
have preferred to aecept the services of those
in the existing Stnte department who had a
knowledge of local eonditions, rather than
create now departments with officers whose
knowledge of this State was deficient.

The Premicr: The people should show some
resentment,

Mr. PICKERING: Now wo are asked to
encourazze the Federal Government in this
dirertion hy handing over to them this de-
partment of State,

Mr, Lambert: They have gstablished a new
Railway Department vcosting thousands of
pounds a year.

Mr. PTCKERING: They have a great many
departments in this State which run into very
Lig figures. Those departments are unneces-
sary. Thore have been protests by the State
tovernment against these things, but they
have been of no avail. Now we are asked to
encourage them in their exploitation of var-
ions avenupes in Western Australia. Tt is sug-
gested that we shonld hand over other impor-
tant ddepartments, I am as anxions as any
other member to practice economy. I believe
it is possible that practieal economy ean be
bonght at too great n price and I believe
that the price which we are agked to pay in
this case, is too big for the small saving.

The Premier: Do you congider £20,000 too
small?

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is too small to pay
for this cconomy, T am surprised that West
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ern Australian-horn members
adopted such an attitude.

Mr,. Johnston: We can still take a broad
Australian point of view.

Mr. PICKERING: Jf the treatment we
have to received from the Federal Govern-
ment had bLeen taken into consideration by
members; [ cannot see how they could sug-
gost giving more extended powers to the Fed-
eral Government. I hope members will real-
ise the importance of this step.

should have

My, Johnston: Would you extend this
policy to the bhanks?
Mr. PICKERING: | would net. 1 would

keep the savings bank for Western Anstralia
and I regard it as a matter of vital import-
ance.

Mr. Lambert: We should be co-partners in
the Commonwealth Bank.

Mr. Johuston: We are partners.

Mr. Pickering: I am afraid that we shall
have, step Ly step, onr powers whittled away.
T do not believe in unification in any shape
or form and T do not believe in unification
so far as State and Federal departments are
concerned.

Mr. TEESDALE (Rocbourne) [8.25]: If
it were not for the groat many calamities
forecasted by the member for Coolgardie (Mr,
Lambert), T would not have wasted time in
diseussing this Bill, which has already been
worn threadbare by members to-day. I feel
certain that there is no justification for the
fears which the member for Coolgardie has
expressed. 1 am positive that to-morrow
morning, when the ‘‘West Anstralion’’ is
seattered broadeast throughout the coumtry,
aud the people see that Parliament has taken
this wise step, a feeling of satisfaction will
extend throughout the community. I feel
confident that right through every electorate
in the State there will be a rejoicing to think
that the Goverument have earried out the
promise which was made to effect economies
in these directions.

Mr, O'Loghlen: They will light bonfires.

Mr. TEESDALE: If members vote against
a measnre like this they will have more pluck
than T gave them eredit for, when they go
hefore their electors to explain their actions,

The Premier: Every clector is concerned.

Mr, TEESDALE: To listen to the member
for (Coolgardie and all the troubles he has
forecasted, one would think that we would be
sold up loek, stock and barrel at a bailiff’s
sale 10 minutes after the measure becomes
iaw. T ecannot understand his contention in
view of Clause 13, in which it is set out that
the soverveign powers of the State are intact
both as regards the laws in existence now or
hereafter .to come inte foree, Surely there
eould be np greater safeguard than that ont-
lined in that clawse to puard against the dan-
gers which the member for Coolgardie has
dealt with. I feel pleased that we lhave done
something to show the people that we intend
to cconomise, This £20,000 saving may be a
small matter but T think the publie will sce
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that it is a step along the right lines and that
the Government are carrying out the promises
which they made on the bustings. I feel sat-
isfied that the people will be behind the Gov-
ernment in the step they have taken.

WMy, NATRN (Swan) [8.28]: At the risk
of exhausting the paticnce of the. House T
would like to take this opportunity of ten-
dering my congratulations to the Govern-
ment on bringing forward this measure. It
is a significant realisation of the negotiations
which have been carried on between the Com-
monwealth and the State. Governments for
many years. I will not contend that there
may not be something in the measere which
will ‘require adjustment or review as circum-
stanees arise.  The prineiple underlying the
Biil is good and entirely, in my opinion,
against the statements and fears expressed
by members of the opposition, as well as some
members sitting on this side of the Housc.
Never sinee T have been a wmember have T
listened to more nn-Federal and less Austra-
lian utterances than T heard from members
sitting on the other side of the TIouse to-day.
It is unaccountable to me, There is no more
ground for fears arvising from asuch a sane
minl common sense agreement as that under
discuszion, than we have of being hypnotised
here to-night.  The member for Coolgardie
referred to the possibilitics of the railways
being taken over by the Federal Government.
It would require an alteration of the Constitu-
tinn before such a matter could be permit-
ted,

Hon, W, (. Angwin: No; we could haud
over the railways in the same way,

Mr. NATBX: Not as suggested by the
member for Coolpardie, Tf the ycople as &
whole decided to hand over the railways they
eowld do so. This apreement is not for the
purpos- of imposing taxation but for the
colleeting of taxatiou, #ud is in accord with
the prineiples laid down by the sovereign
rights of the Rtate, There i3 nothing in the
helief that we are going o te controlled from
Melbourne, beeauss the Federal Crown Law
authorities will have to he consulted when a
matter is in dispute. Tt is laid down in the
agreement that we shall have the right as a
State to appear hefore anv competent eonrt
to interpret the agreement.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Of course you will
have the vight, but not without the consent
of the Federal law anthoritics, Read Clause
24,

Mr, NATRN: The agreement bears ont
what T ray, When an henourable agrecement
is entered into T ean only wonder at the
reasen for hon. member'’s, who are locked
upon with confideuce to exprees reasonahle
views, attacking the Federal Government in
a most unfederal, unfair, awnd illegieal man-
ner,

TTon. W. C. Angwin:
Bili.

Mr. NATRN: Yes.

Tlave you read the
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Hon, W. G Angwin:
ment entered into.

Mr. NAIRN: It is proposed; it is all pro-
posed. T cannot for the life of me under-
stand why, at our very first attempt to bring
abeut a better understanding between the
Commonwealth and the State, members sit-
ting opposite should so0 vigorously oppose
what is desired by a great majority of the
people of the State.

There is no agree-

The PREMTER (Hon. J. Mitehel—Nor-
tham—in reply) [8.35]: I hope hon. mem-
bers wilt vote for the measure, I repeat that
the Federal Government will colleet this tax
at o third of the cost less than we have been
able to do it, Generally, it will be much
more convenient  for everyonme  concerned,
There will be only one return to prepare,
one cost of cliccking will be saved, and one
set of notices will ba sufficient to send out
to taxpayers.

Mr. Angelo:  Could we mnot have donc the
spme thing for them?®

The PREMIER: We might have done so
it they poid us,

Mr, Angele: They were not taking it on.

The PREMIER: We shall be saving
£10,000 per annum, by having this work done
for us,

"Hon. T. Walker: Do you mean that they
are doing this without a quid pro quoft

The PREMTER: T would lik¢ hon. mem-
kers who are opposing this motion to tell the
electors when they appear before them that
they opposed the Bill preferring to compel
cach one of the people to make out two separ-
ate taxation returns. That will be a fair
thing for hon, members to do. Not only will
the State be raved £20,000, hut what is pro-
posed will save the taxpayer a great deal of
work and a cansiderable sum of money as
well, T wish to make it c¢lear also that the
Commonwralth Government will he merely
an agent for the State Government in the col-
lection of the tax which the State Govern-
ment has determined upon.  Qur will in this
matter cannot be questioned.  We shall still
determine what the legislation shall he. We
shall have the right te vary legislation and
imposr any tax we like, and when the tax
is collectes] we can determine what shall he
done with it. These things will be within our
control for all time.

Mr. Lambert:  Does not the Premier re-
alise that the people of Australia will declare
that we are incompetent to run our Taxation
Denartment?

The PREMIER: Tet them sny what they
like. ™on. members have talked about hand-
ing over the railways. We cannot do that,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They will get them,

The PREMIER: We cannoet give auyons
the right to interfere with our public con-
veniences, The Federal Government will not
have an opportunity of doing anything that
will  interfere in  any way with the
Srate  or the individual. This measure
merely provides for certain services to be
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rendered to the State by the Commonwealth
in regard to the collection of the taxes,
Surely the matter is very casily understood.
Hon, members are aware that to-day we are
rendering the Commonwealth Government
serviees, for instance, in colleeting fares at
the railway stations, and in regard to public
works, For this work we are paid a eom-
mission, 1 would agree with hon, members
in their opposition to the Bill, if the em-
ployment of the Federul Government for
the collection of these taxes meant giving
away auything at all, or if it meant a single
step towards vnification.

Mr, Lambert: Does the I’remier recognise
that if it is sound in connection with onz
dejartment, it is gsound in gll departments?

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
Mace the collection of taxes by the Federal
tiovernment a2 our agent on all fours with
the handling over of the Lands Department
to the control of the Federal Government?
I am absolutely against unifieation and I am
also against a great deal of what the Fed-
ertl Government have fone. They  have
treated us with seunt consideration in many
dircetiona and T have had som~ experience
during the past 18 monthy of that seant
consideration. :

Hon. W. (. Angwin: And yet they are
going to do this work for £20,000 less!

The PREMIER: 1 know they are vastly
superior to the State Government.

Mr. Lambert: We want to tell them that
they are not.

The PREWMIER: 1 agree that we should
resist in every way any step that is taken
towards hringing ahout unification. We
know that the people of New South Wales
and Queenstand are inelined that way, and
that there iz some danger of if, but I am
not afraid to cmploy the Federal Govern-
ment to colleet the taxes for ws. Tt would
he a =eandal if the Bill were defeated. 1
have nothing more to say except that the
epposition which has been voieed to  this
measure is based upon a misunderstanding.
I hope hon, members will vote for the Bill
in order that the State may he saved
£20,000 a vear, and in order also that the
taxpayers of Western Australia may be
saved a considerable amount of trouble and
cost,

Ilon. T. Walker: What about saving the
State from dishonour?

The PREMIER: Tt js nonsense to say
that,

Hon. T. Walker: This is a wrong thing to
da.

The PREMIER: Tt is the right thing to
do and it is being donc in the right way.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 18
Noes .. . .. B

Majority for .. 13

AYES,

Mr. Broun Mr. Nalrn

Mr. Brown Mr. 0'Loghlen

Mr, Davies Mr, Piesse

Mr. Draper Mr. Pilkington

Mr. Durack Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Grifiths Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Harrlson Mr. Willcock

Mr, Johnston Mr. Willmett

Mr. Mitcheld Mr., Hardwick

(Teller,)

Noks,

Mr. Angelo Mr. Walker

Mr. Angwin Mr., Lambert

Mr. Pickering {Teller.)

(fuestion thus paased.
Bill rcad o second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the I*remier in
charge of the Bill

('lange 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Authority to enter into agre-
ment:

Mr, OLOGHLEN: When the Premier i -
troduced the Hill he gave me an assuran.
in response to an interjeetion, that the tem-
perary employces in the State Taxation De-
partment woulll be nrotected, There s,
how ver, a cortain ambignity about the mat-
t«r.  In the corduet of our publie serviee
theve are far too many temporary men.

The Premier: T saisl that some of the tem.
porary men had heen in the State Taxation
Department for some time and had the right
to be put on the permanent staff.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: That iz where the am-
hignity arises, no definite length of service
being set down. The men I refer to are tem-
porary cemployces who have been in the de-

partment  for some  considerable time,
and arg  thoroughly cfficient in  their
work. I refer especially to  those

in the land taxation branech. T understand
there are only about three men employed in
the land taxation branch of the IFederal
Taxation Department. Consequently the great
volume of the work of land taxation in this
State will, if this measurc is cnacted, have to
be done by the officers to be transferred from
the land tax branch of the State department.

The Premier: They have made no represen-
tations to me, as T imagine they would do if
they had any doubts.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T aceept the Premier’s
assurance that he will wateh. their interests.

The Premier: T will,

My, O°TLOGHLEN: TT all that is predicted
by the Bill hapnens, there must he a reduction
in staff. No one ean objecet to such a redne-
tion, because the ohject is cconomy. TBut
there is a fear that if onr experienced officers
arc transferred they will be kept on by the
Federal Taxation Department only for the
short period necessary to train ethers, where-
upon eur men will be cast aside. The Premier
knows that to-day the pmhlie policy is prefer-



ence to returned soldiers, to which this Par-
liament has agreed. But if a returned soldier
is an applicant for a position in the Pederal
Taxation Department and receives an appoint-
ment in that department and thereupon is
trained by a man who, under ordinary eircum-
stances, would have another four or five years’
cmployment there, it will be very hard on that
man it he is put owt, as soon as the training
hias been effectel, mercly beeanse he is a tem-
porary employece.  Although a temporary em-
ployee, he may have every right to be on the
provanent staff.  Jf there is work for these
nten in the Federal department they should be
ktpt on there, assuming that any representa-
tions from the Premier can achieve that end.

The PREMIER: [ will vertainly wateh the
interests of the employcea wmentioned hy the
member for Forrest. T thought the hon. mem-
ber was referring yesterday to a number of
temporary employees who have been in the
Stute Tnxation Department for a consierabla
time. Ef they are mot taken aver—probably
they will be—then of course they will have
their rights in our own public service, [They
ean now ask to he made permanent. L shall
watch their interests, of course. They have
served this State well. But a temporary offi-
eer who has been employed only a tew months
knows what his position is. [ am sorry that
the officers on whose behalf the member for
Forrest has spoken did not, at a time like
this, let me know of any doubts that they feit.
Ilad they represented to me that they con-
sidercd themselves to be in a difficulty, 1 would
have given them proteetion. Those of them
who are not taken over but can become per-
manent will naturally come back to the State
publie service.

Hon. P, COLLIER: | have no doubt that
the Premier will varry out his undertaking to
da the best lie can for the temporvary cem-
plexees in question, But it is just as well to
fare the faets. We know that there are num-

crous tomporary cmployees in the Federal
Taxation Department,
The Premier: T do not know anvthing

alomt it

fHon, P. COLLIER: {ne of the contem-
plated methods of cconomy is that when the
twa Jdepartments are smatgamated onr per-
manent emplovees, on heing taken over, will
supplant, and put ont of work, a numher of
the present femporary stafl of the TFederal
Turation Department, Does the Premier
think that the Commonwealth will agree to
take over temporary employees of this State
anld guarantec them permanent employment
whilst dismissing” or getting rid of Common-
wealth temporary hands?

The Premier: T thought the Commonsealth
service here had pot rid of its temporary
hands.

1lon. P. COLLTER: There are numbers of
thent employed in the Federal Taxation De-
partment.

The Premier: There should not be.

Hon, P, COLLIER: S0 long as they are
there and are going to be replaced by per-
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manent men trom the State Taxation Depart-
ment, there will not he very much hope for
the temporary hands in the State Taxation
Department.  Nearly all the talk we have
heard to-day about economy and saving is
purely mythical. There will be no such results
whatever. Under this agrecment the Common-
wealth are to take over the whole of the staft
of the State Taxation Department.

The Premier: But not necessarily to em-
ploy them in the Federal Taxation Depart-
ment.

Hon. PP, COLLIER: \Where is the Common-
wealth going to employ them?

The Premier: Wherever the (‘ommonwealth
watits them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tf the ¢ommonwealth
Government are going to find employment for
the temporary hands of our State Taxation
Department, the Commanwealth puldie service
must now be understaffed in many directions,

The Premier: It may be. .

Hon, P. COLLIER: It may he!  The ar
rangement mervely means taking the dehit out
of one pocket and putting it inte another. In
a very little time the £20,000 annual savinge
promised in conneetion with this measure will
have disappeared, and we shall probahly have
to pay £40,000 annnally by way of additional
Commeonwealtth taxation.  After all, it does
not matter mueh to the taxpayer whether he
is taxell per medium of the State Government
or per medium of the Commonwealth Giovern-
ment.  The effeet of passing this Bill and
corfsunemating the agreement under it will be
to relieve the Western Australinn taxpayer ns
n taxpayer to his State and to adid to his hur-
den ns o taxpayer to the Conenouwenith, That
will he the net result.  Nothing else will hap-
pen. Would atyone expeet to got more
econgmiral administration tfrom the Cammon.
wealth when we have it on evidenee that dur-
ing the past six years, since the war started,
but apart altogetker from oxpenditury oven-
sionel by the war av arviging out of the war,
thie Commonwealth kave donbled their expenli-
ture, have piled np expenditure to the extent
of a great many million poumds more than the
expenditure of ¢ix years ago, apart altocether,
1 repent, from expenditnre oceasioned hy the
war, cither direetly or indirectly! The Com-
monwealth Government are maltiplying their
gtaffs in all directions, raixing salaries as high
as £1.200 and £1.500 0 year, Jdust compare
the salaries of the Commonwenlth offivials
in Melbourne, especially those who, lige ilies
around the honey pot, move aml have their
heing in the immediate environment of [Ped-
eral Miuisters, with the salaries of State em-
ployeex! TUnless T am a very bad judge in-
deed, hon. memhers are vietims of an utter
delugion if they imagine that in the nitimate
issue the passing of this Rill will cffect any
real saving. To say that we are going to get
hetter results from the Commonwealth is to
fly in the face of all our cxperience of Com-
monwealth administration, and more csperi-
ally our experience of it during the past six
or eight years.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I gather from
the Premier that the officers who arg eutitled
under the Appeal Board Act to become per-
manent officers will be made permanent
officers.

The Premier: They must be.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIXN: 1f we are going to
tuke them over there will e no saving at all

The Premicr: Officers ure dropping out
cvery day.

Hon., P. Collicr: Between the two depart-
ments you will not reduce the staff at all

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The question
raised by the member for Forrest is onc re-
garding which gome of the officers are cou-
siderably concerned.

The Premier: They have said nothing to
me about it and the agreement was tahled
licre a week ago.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T read the agree-
went, hut I Qid not expect that a Bill wonld
he introdueed this session. In  tnet, the
agreoment hag not reached the stage when
the Minister could embody it in the Bill
for ratification, The Minister should take
jnto conaideration the question of the Com-
monwealth finding positious clsewhere for
these officers.

Mr. DAVIES: The State has to pay and
fix the salary of the taxation Commissioner.
What is the office staff surrounding the Com-
missioner likely to cost the State?

The Premier: Nothing at all

Houn, P. Collier: They toke over the whole
of the staff with tho cxeeption of the Cowm-
missioner.

Mr, DAVIES:
cnployed

Hon. P. Collier: He will not employ any
officer.

Mr. HARRTSON: We arc retaining the
officer who knows the cenditions here but loss
is likely te be incurred by rcason of the
foct that we are so far from administrative
leadquarters. There muwat he a saving in
administration, Every taxpayer now has to
fill in two forms,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And will still have to
fill in two ferms.

Mr. HARRISOXN: I cannot sce any rcason
for that. There will be a saving in station-
ery, postages, ete,, aud thestaxpayer will save
time and trouble by having to fill up only
one form, I guarantee that it is worth 20s.
to fil up one form.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: What, when you can
copy one from the other?

Mr, HARRTISOX: There must be a saving
right through. :

Clause put and passed,

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and tronsmitted to the
Council.

Then no officers would be
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RESOLUTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS
AND RAILWAY PASSES.

Council’s Message.

Mesage from the Couneil now considerad
requesting the Assembly’s coneurrence in the
following tresolution:—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should (1) grant free transit
over the State tramways to ex-members of
the A.LF. who are blinded or totally and
permancntly incapacitated, or eligible for
full membership in the Maimed and Limb-
less Men’s Association; (2) and in the
cvent of the request wmade by the Federal
Executive of the Returned Soldiers’ League
to the Federal Qovernment being definitely
refused, grant to ex-members of the ALF,
free railway transit provided that they are
{a) blinded or totally and permanently in-
capacitated; (b) inmates of or attending
for treatment at military hospitals, sana-
toria, couvaleseent homes, and hostels; (v}
eligible for full membership in the Maimed
and Limbless Men's Association,

Mr. WILSON (Coliie) [9.10]: In speaking
te the resolution received from another place
1 do so with a certain amount of regret and
Mleasure, regret that the condition of these
wounded soldiers creates the necessity for giv-
ing suneh a concession, and pleasure that I
and other mewmbers of this House might be
of assistance in getting something for these
deserving soldiers. It also gives me an op-
pertunity to carry out a promise [ gave to
the Maimed and Limbless Soldiers’ Assecia-
tion. 1In Septcmber of thiz year the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win), the Hoa, Mr, Cornell, M.L.C.,, and 1
attended a meeting of the association. May [
say that if there are uny soldiers in the Com-
monwealth who are the real dinkums, they are
these men, sturdy men who went and did
their best and came back mutilated, minus 5
leg or an arm or otherwise disabled. At that
meeting there were about 60 men present and
2 lady. The lady is a member of this body,
she baving lost her hand in an explosion in
a wmunition factory while engaged on war
work in the old country. The qualification
for membership for tlie association is as fol-
lows: —

Any soldier or satlor who has served in

His Majesty's Service ecither ashore or

afloat, in any part of the world whatsoever

during the late war or any other war, and
whose disabilities are a direct result of in-
jurics sustained while on such servige, shal)
be eligible to becomc a member of this as
sociation, provided that (&) such soldier
or sailor has suffered the loss of a limb or
limbs by amputation or otherwise—(b)
has a liml or limbs rendered permanently
and totally uscless as a resnlt of injuries
reeeiverl while on such scrviee.
While the war was on, wounded soldiers re-
ceived from the Railway Department and
from the Tramway Department concessions
in the shape of cheap fares and sometimes



free  travelling, Soon after the Armistice
was signed these concessions were praetically
cut out exeept in isolated cases. An ﬁpplica-
tion was then made to the Prime Minister
from the various State Premiers, the effect
of which ean best he conveyed by quoting the
remarks made by the Minister for Education
in another place. He said—

n Qectober of last year the Premicr
notified the [Prime Minister that after the
30th June all the railway concessions to re-
turned soldiers would eense, so far as the
State Government were concerned, and iu-
vited the Federal authorities to put up a
proposal under which the State would ex-
tend, at the expense of the Commonwealth,
sueh eoncessions as the responsible author-
ity, namely, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, eonsidered the soldiers were entitled
to. Every State in the Commenwealth en-
dorsed that action.

1 believe that the Government at present are
deing something for these soldiers, but it is
the desive of members of the association that
something permancut should be placed on re-
cord nml that they should be put on the same
footing as their lwother mewmbers in the other
States of the Commonwealth. At the con-
ferener it was thonght advisable that a de-
putation should wait on the Premier. It was
alse decided that if the Premier failed to
give some satisfaction, & motion to this effect
should be tabled in this and in another place,
T wndderstand that Mr. ¢ ornell intvoduced the
deputation to the Premier and that the Pre-
uicr was very sympathetic. At the time the
wemher for North-East  Fremantle and ]
were in the Fastern States. T may say that
the Premier is always sympathetic to the sol-
dier. e has good reason to be, and I am
stire that to-night we shall have no trouble
in making some atonement to these men,

Mr. Davies: Does the wmotion embrace
nurses?

Mr, WILSOXN: Yes and men suffering from
tuberculosis as 2 result of active service.
The Premier expressed warm gympathy with
the deputation and said that although the
matter was really one for the Commonwealth
e would see. what could be done and, if
possible, would meet their requests, It is a
Commonwealth affair, but if the (‘ommon-
wealth will not stand up to their promiscs
made te the men, that 18 no reason why we,
as i State, should not see that they get jus-
tice, The concession asked for would be
some recognition by the State of the services
of the soldiers. Iollowing that interview
with the Premier, and the conference of sol-
diers, Mr. Panton moved a motion in the
Couneil whieh, at the instance of Mry. Cor-
nell, was amended. As amended, it is the
subject of the message from the Council we
are now considering. Lt me quote an ex-
eerpt from an article in Stead’s ‘‘Review®’
of the 10th Oetober, 1920, in which Mr, J. J.
Thomas says—

The analogy of the war still holds good.
T£ men are totally incapacitated by fight-
ing to save the life of their country, if is
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recognised to be the country’s duty to
provide for them; if they are ineapaei-
tated only for the particular work in which
they ave skilled, it is recognised to be the
country’s duty to train them for such work
as they can best perform.

He goes on to say that surely the same prin-
ciple should apply to those who have been
incapacitated while serving their eountry in
industry, That would bring in this nurse
who lost her haud at munition work. The
article continues—

If by losing a limb a man ean no longer
follow his calling, the State must train
him for another enlling which he can fol-
low; if a man’'s health is threatened, say
by uwnsuitable indoor work, and he has not
the ability to perform auy other work, the
State must help him to get the necessary
ability. Not ouly fairness to the worker,
but the good of the State demands this.
Mr. Thomas also put in a word for the man
whose liealth has been threatened by the
war, for the man suffering from tnbercul-
ogis. We have at Wooreloo men who left the
conntry, big upstanding young fellows and
who came back with tubereuloris aecentu-
nted by gas. T have here a letter from the
sceretary of the T B. Bailors’ and Soldiers”
Association of Australia, who wrote to Ar.
Cornell as follows—

We also note you have heen good enough
to endeavour to sceurc n travelling com-
cession on the railways for inmates of or
attending military hospitals, sanatoriums,
ete., and although wy asrociation are
thankful to vou for the bencfits which will
he given to ex-soldiers receiving treatment
in sanatoriuing, we consider the full bene-
fits to be giveu to members of the Maimed
and Limbless Men’s Assoeiation shonid
also be extendcd to members of the above
association, and we fecl this matter iz de-
scrving of the most sympathetic considera-
tion, henee the reason for hringing same
under your notice. There is a decp ond
general prejudice existing against employ-
ing the consumptive soldier, although he
may be deelared hy a dovtor as hia discase
being arreated and in consequente of
this, he finds it diffieult to procure work,
and at times the consumptive soldicr has
often to cease all work for periodls of days
or cven weeks at a time. Regular work and
ecmployment that returns a living wage is
impossible to obtain. It is only the T.B.
soldier himself who realises the disabilities
and deprivations under which he suffers,
and any T.B. soldier although striving to
Iive under the very best conditions, his life
is considerably shortened, and would sooner
have lost his limbs than suffer as he does.

He puts in a plea that the same concession
should be given to men in the sanatorium,
men who are practically dying on their legs.
I want to bring under notice what has been
done in other States. I have here an excerpt
from the ‘‘West Anstralian’’ of the 12th
December. Referring to the New South
Wales Government, the paragraph is as fol-
lows—
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Tt has been decided by the Cabinet that
any returncd soldier who has lost a leg,
arm, ov eve, shall be given a free pass on
the trams for 12 monthv, and those of
them who live in subarban areas which
are served by traing will receive passes to
travel between their homes and their
places of employment. A letter from the
Premicr’s ofiice to the Returned Soldiers’
Assorjation making knowa this decisien
aays that the Cahinet considers that the
watter of sueh passes is entirely a Federal
and wot a State question, and that it is
intended te make strong vepresentations
on the subjeet to the TFedernl Govern-
ment. Tn the meantime, however, the State
Government will issue such passes as a
matter of grace and not of obligation.

We are asking for that for these men., T
have here an execerpt from the “kaer”
of last week as follows—

The New Bouth Wales TLabour Govern-
ment agreed to allow blind soldiers a free
pass, for life, when travelling by train or
tram in New South Wales. The pass is
of goid, and, in addition to the blind sol-
dier in possession of it, it entities a guide,
who may accompany the blind soliier for
that «pecific purpose, to also travel free.
On the obverse side of the pass is stamped
f*New South Wales Government Railways
and Tramways [Life Pass,”’ and on the
reverse side is inseribed the name of the
blind soldier to whom it hos been issued
with the added words ‘‘and guide.'’

Which is a most humane proposal. Tet me
refer to what is being done in South Ans-
tralin. T have here a eutting from *f The
Digger,”" the official paper of the soldiers
of Bouth Mustralia, Tt reads as follows—

Limbless solitiers have at last reeeived
justice,  Pree, first-class travelling faeili-
ties for life, upon tramways and railways,
will he aranteil to thowe who have lost a
leg or a foot in the war. Tn addition, all
those ineapacitated and MWinded =soldiers
who were recently  granted  wecond-class
passes will he allowed to travel first-class.

Now T have a copy of a letter from an old
iriend of wine who was in Franee, a brother
of the member for Forrest (JMr. O'Loghlen),
who lost a leg in Prance, Writing from
South .\nstralin he says—-

T have a free pass on trains and trams
now. Has your State granted a similar
concession) If not it is time you did.
This State gives to all men who have lost
a leg or foot, or others who are totally
disahled, a frec first-class pass on all lines
within 25 miles of G.P.O., and if we want
to go further we have only to apply at
Commissioner's offiee  (without giving a
reason for the journey) and we get a free
pass. T think the reason for a special pass
for caeh conntry journey is to prevent us
all hecoming commeteial travellars,

I do not think it is necessary to labour the
question, Nearly every member has more
than a full meed of sympathy for the re-
turned soldiers, cspecially those who have
lost their limbs in service for the country.

[f the Tederal Government will not give
these requested faeilities, it i3 up to us to
do something. T am sure the Premier and
his Goverument are sympathetie. The grant-
ing of the vencession would he very much
apprecinted. I have pleasure il moving the
motion,

pMr. HARRISON (Avon) [9.26]: I have
but little to say. T merely wigh to support
the hon, member. T feel it i3 the duty of the
State to grant these concessions in regard
to tram and train journeys,

The PREMIER (IIon, J, Alitehell—Nor-
tham) [9.27]: My views are that the
Federal Government ought to do a gooidt deal
of this woik, We have written, asking
them to do it. We are carrying the Dblind
men free to-day and they will continve to
be earried free, whether the Federnl Govern-
ment undertake the responsibility or not. 1
do nnt know guite what has heen done in re-
gavd to the ineapacitated men. TFor some
time they were carriel free. A great many
of those vases ought to be cavried free. A\s
for the men attending  military hespitals,
eonvaleseent  homes  and  hospitals, it is
elearly the Jduty of the Federal Government
to sec that they shall get to those plaees.
I do not understand why the Federal Gov-
ernment have not met this ohligation. We
have asked them to do ¢, have written to
them ahout the matter, and have submitted
the requests made by deputations.

AMr. Wilson: They are full of promise, hat
thev are doing nothing.

The PREMIER: @ can get no satisfaction
at all, Tt is elearly their responsibility.

Mr, Wilaon: Undoubtedly.

The PREMIER: Some of our maimed sol-
diers are very badly maimed and have con-
siderable diffienlty in getting abont. They
can carn very little, some of them nothing.
Of eonrse we are giving preference about the
departieents to injured snldiers, men minus
an arm or even a leg,

Mr. Wilsen: This vountry which did s=o
much during the war ought not to be out-
done now by New South Wales.

The PREMIER: That is true, but we
ought to ask the Federal Government to do
their duty. T am perfeetly willing to do all
that is possible to make the lives of these
men as comfortable as may be. 1n  New
Bouth Wales they have given them a pass
which will last for a year and will then be
over, and will have to be renewed or they
will not get anything more. Tn South Aus-
tralin they have given a pass to injured men
who live near the city, If they want a pass
into the country they have to apply for it.
T did not know that this was being done. |
have no ohjection to blind or permancutly in-
eapacitated men being treated with the ut-
most consideration. If the Federal Govern-
ment will not do it for them I think we
ghould. We should continne to make repre-
sentations to the Tederal Government in re-



gard te men reeeiving hospital treatment.

Federal members should do this.

+ Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not repre-

i%ent the State. They have been away too

ong.

The PREMIER: It would be just as right
to say to us that we must look after them
at the hospital, too.

Mr. Wilson; They are too lazy to do any-
thing,

The PREMIER:
that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You niay think a lot
though you do uot say much.

The PREMIER: I do think a lot about
this. Men have come to mc and asked me
to refer the matter on their behalf to the
Pederal Government. We owe thesc men a
great deal. They have fought for us, bled
for ns and suffered for us, and will eontinue
to suffer for us so long as they live.  They
are deserving of the utmost consideration.
I do not know that we can d¢ more with
the Pederal Government, but we onght fo
make it ¢lear to them that this is part of
their duty.

Mr. Lambert: ‘We ought to clear them all
out,

The PREMIER: I would not mind doing
that with some of them.

My, Lambert: T am referring to the Fed-
eral Government.

The PREMIER: T thought the hon. mem-
* ber was referring to Federal members. They
loave these men here and apparently that is
their way of dealing with the matter.

Mr. Lambert: And yct you are going to
allow them to take gver the collection of the
State taxation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin; They have not got it
et.

Y The Pli.lEMIER:
peasimist.

Mr. Wilson: You are agreeable to issning
passes to these men.

The PREMIER: I am willing to issue
passes to blind and permanently incapaci-
tated men. I do not thinl the Houge onght
to ngree to the isswe of permanent passes to
any other than to these two classes of nen,
We might follow the example of New South
“Wales and ceontinue to hring pressure to
bear upon the Federal Government in  the
meantime. It is an infernal shame that we
are left to bear this cost when the Fedeval
CGovernment collect additional revenue in
order that they may meet war costs,

Tlon. P. Collier: They raise loan funds to
meet war expenditure, and they rtaisc taxa-
tion in order to meet war expenditure, and
they ought to meet their obligations, too.

The PREMIER: Yes. They got the moncy

to do it and they then prepose that we
should do the work. It is wrong that they
should not carry those men who need medieal
attention at the hospitals,
" Mvr. Lambert: Barbarians would treat the
soldiers better.  Talk about German treat.
ment! They wounld allow these men  fo
hobble to hospital.

T do not know about

The hon. member is a

| ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: I suggest that so far os
these two classes of men are comcerned we
should agree that they must have passes.
There are not many of them, So far as the
others are concerned, whilst T might give
considerntion to them for a time we ought
to see that every effort is made to induee the
Federal Government to face their regpon-
sibilities, T am willing to go that far
on the distinet understanding that repre-
sentations will be made on the part ot
membhers of these orgunisations to bring the
position hefore the Federal Government. |
have a profonnd sympathy for these men
and a feeling of cternal gratitude for
all they have done for Australin. T would
not hesitate for a mowent to do all that is
esgential tor them if T thought it was our
duty to o it. If the Commonwealth Gov-
erument will not do their doty by them we
must do it for them.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN (North-East Fro-
maoutle) [9.35]: The Premier almost made
a definite promise that if the Federal Gov-
ernment refused to carry out their promises
and their duties they would be met by the
State.

The Premier: I did say that.

Mlen. W. C, ANGWIN: That is a fairly
definite promise.  In Fremantle ever since
the war, limbless and inecapacitated men have
received free tram rides in  the distriet,
There are 23 or 30 of them, We cannot make
this permanent hut have made it for two
years aud the concession is remewed. It is
against the law, but no one would dare to
bring us to conrt for doing it, In the case
of men attending hospitals, immediately the
medical officer finds out that it is necessary
for a man to attend he sends instructions to
the tramway office and a pass is supplied at
onee. The people in Tremantle are con-
tributing their share on bLehalf of the limb-
less and incapacitated men as well as for
the sick men, and would have no objection
to paying an additional share to the State
at large. Tf lon. members only had an op-
portunity of macting wmembers of these
amociations they would not hesitate to grant
this request. Whilst these men feel that they
have not been served fairly in the requests
that have been made and that if they were
in a position to aveid making the request
they would not continue to press it, they
point out that in the hot weather they often
have great difficulty in getting about. A man
who has te use two crutches finds it very
hard to get to and from his cmployment.
[ hope the Premier will jssue instructions
at onee, pending further representations to
the Commonwenlth, that these men are imme-
liately attended to.  Adl the time there is
delay these unfortunate men are suffering,
They are in need of immediate relief, There
is no doubt, however, that the work is a
Commonwealth duty. T am asure all con-
eerned will assist the Premier in endeavour-
ing to force the QGovernment to do their
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duty. We as a State after the promises
we have made to our men must regard it as
our daty to see that they are fulfilled at the
earliest opportunity.

Mr., LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [90.40]: 1
am in aceord with the sentiments cxpressed
in the motion, Until such time as the Fed-
cral Government can be awakened to a full
senge of their obligations in these dcserving
eases, we as a State should afford the neces-
sary velief, [t is a monstrous thing that
althongh the Minister for Defence (Senator
Pearce) is at present in the State, engaged
in the comparatively trumpery matter of an
clection in Kalgoorlie, he should be so eal-
lons ax to negleet his duty towards these
men. I oawm pleased to hear the undertak-
ing given hy the Premier, and it is also
pleasing to note what is being done for
these men on the Fremantie trams. T hope
{he Premicr will endeavour to hring home to
the TFederal anthoritics what their obliga-
tions are in these matters. The elnpims of
these men would appeal even to harbarians,
let alone to VFederal wembers, who during
thé war almost at the point of the revolver
drove men away to fight for the country.
I have a brother who came down the other
dny to have hig leg off. What do TFederal
members care about these men? TUnless we
ean show them their obligations they will
remain callons to the elaims of these people.
Yor deeency's sake this State should econ-
tinne to help these men at any cost until
such time as the Federal authorities take
them in hand. Even if it means a small
loss to the State railways or the tramways T
am sure every member will vote for this mo-
tion.  Apparently the Federal Government
will go on ignoring their obligations vntil they
are forced to do something. Tt is certainly an
act of grace on the part of the State Govern-
ment to carry these soldlers free, and that
must be plainly pointed out to the proper au-
thorities. T am sure no one will have any
Lesitation I voting thal these men shall have
any facility that iz within the gift of this
State,

Mr. GRIFFITHS (Vork) [9.45}: T heartily
approve of the motion. My mind has been
earried back to the period during 1917 when
things were eritieal with the Allies and when
the congeription issue was before the people.

Mr. Lambert: Some of those Dlatherskites
woulidl have yiven them the railways some time
apn,

My, GRIFFITHS: Quite so.

My, Lambert: The hlatherskiting scoun-
dreis!

Mr. BPEAKER: Order!?

Alr. GRIFFITHS: T feel the utmost sym-
pathy should be extended to these men. Tt
should not he regarded as an obligation but
ns o duty to look after them. Tooking back:
gver the past six years we'must agree that
the consideration which iz suggested in the
motion is very little to concede these men..
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The other day [ saw a man who was half blind
lending a totally blind man. My thoughts re-
verted to this motion, and I thought it would
be passed with but little disenssion. I am in
entire sympathy with those who brought this
matter forward, and I eongratulate the Gov-
ernment on having indicated that it the Fed-
cral Government do not take this matter up,
the State will extend this consideration to
the men nntil sueh time as the Federal Gov-
ernment recognise their obvious duty.

Mr., ANGELO (Gascoyne) [947]: T am
quite in accord with what other speakers,
ineluding the Premier, have stated. I would
sugrgest, however, that we should ask the
Government to grant these facilities for nine
months,  During that time pressure might be
krought to hear upon fhe Federal Govern:
ment, and by the time Parliament meets
again, we will know what the intentions of
the Federal Government are. The new Stats
Parliament will then be in a position to ro-
consider the question.

Mr. DAVIES {(Guildford) [9.49]: The
motion has my entire sympathy. 1 think,
however, that it might well be extended to
inclnde a free pass for the attendants, The
other day [ c¢ncountered a returned man on
the railway station and his attendant had
wot put in an appearance. Tf the attendant
were granted a free pass, it would get rid of
this diffeulty. T speak not only as a member
of Parliament, hut as a taxpayer, and I have
ne hesitation in agreeing that this concession
should be given to the men.

Mr, PTCKERING (Sussex) [9.50]: T was
one of those who during some of the most
critical periods of the war spoke in favour
of conseription. At that time we were pro-
pared to offer anything in order to sceure a
majority in favour of conseription. This is
a very amall thing te give the men who have
forpght during the war, and I endorse what
has been said by other members,

Tihe COTONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. T,
T. Broun—Beverley) [951]: T wmove an
amendment— .

That after *‘ineapacitated’’ in (Tause 32,
the words: ‘¢ {3) Grant to ¢x members of
the ALF. free raflwar transit for one
xear, provided that they are’’ be inserted.

The effect of the amendment will be that
Clanse 1 will stand as in  the resolution.
Clause 2 will stand  for free transit for
life for ex members of the ATTF. provided
they ave totally blinded or totnlly and per-
manently incapacitated, and Clause 3 will
real—

Grant to ex members of the A.LF. free
railway transit for one vear, provided that
they are (a) inmates of or attending for
treatment at military hospitals, sanatoria,
convaleseent homes, and hastels; (h) el-
igible for full .membership in the Maimed
and Limbless Men’s Assoeiation.
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lion, P. COLLIER (Boulder) {9.52]: T
understand that negotiantions with the Federal
Government covering the whole of those dealt
with in the resolution have been going on
for semec considerable time, and the motion
means that for the next 12 months the men
ipcluded under Clause 3 will be granted free
transit., | have not ohjection to that. Judg-
ing from the attitude of the Foederal Cov-
crnment, however, so long as the State (lov-
ernment are prepared €9 grant the passes,
s0 long will the Federal Government refuse
to shoulder their responsibility. The resolu-
tion has my whole-hearted endorsement; in
Fact, no member conld fail to recognise the
obligations due to these men who have heen
scriously iwjured for lile. | awm sorry that
the Tederal (lovermmoent have aot realised it,
1t is strange to me that some member has not
Browght this matter up lefore the Federal
Paviiament.

Mr, Davies:
toldiers there.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Dvring the 12 months,
the question can be further fought out with
the Pederal Governmeut. It s essentinlly a
matter which ean hetter be dealt with hy the
Tederal Government than Yy the severat
States, who will prebably deal with matters
on a more or less different seale.

Mr. Angelo: The Federal Government will
not agree to part with the money.

Tion, P, COLLIER: 'That may be so, but
surely it is not a matter of money that should
weigh with the Federal aathoritiea. T am sur-
prised that some returned soldier in the
Federal House has not drawn attention to
this matter hefore now, While we can con-
tinne weangling  with the Federal Govern-
ment if necessary, the State ean in the mean-
time asgist these men in the direction sug-
msted. The State Government would  he
a-ite prepared, doubtless, to offer the Tederal
avtharities a aveeial rate in ovder to assist
these men. It is not too much to ask the
Federal Government to do something in this

There are several returned

direction, seeingr that only a fow thousand
ponnds are involved.

M, THESDALE  (Rocbourne) [9.56] :
While | take seeond plice to mo one in this
Stnte in the sympathy and  eonsideration

which ¥ extend to blind, maimed and limbless
soldicrs, T think it is jnst as well we shonld
rialise that it is quite poszible some of these
men may be used by husiness firms in some
furm of employment or other, and we shonld
see that this passe, which is worth frem £150
to £200 2 year, is not cxnloited by any firm.
It would bhe yperfeetly fair if we limited this
to men who are wot emploved by any firm,
It would give vadwe preference to an em-
Moyer if we enabled him to employ a soldier
with the advantage of this free pass anid
permitted him to do buginess throughout the
State, We should see that there is no posai-
hility of these soldiers hem" exploited for
buyros purposes,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and passed; the resolution
as amended agreed to.

BILL—DENTISTS.
In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair;
Generzal in charge of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In onler to
get the Bill through not only this Moeuse, but
auether place before the session closes, I pro-
pose to reduee it to about four clauses—the
clavses coutained in Part IV, The clanses I
propose to abandon are teg contentious and
would take up a considerabe time of the
Heuse,

Clange 1—Short title:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
aendment—

That all the words after ** Dontists Ael ™’
be struck out and the followive iuserted in
lieu: **Amendment Aet, 192, and shall be
read as one with the Dentists Act, 1894,
heveinafer referved to as the privvipal Aet.’’

The amemdiment will make the 1Nll merely an
amending Bill instead of a consolidating Bill.

Ar. LAMBERT: The proposal of the At-
terrey General will e weleomed hy hon, mem-
hers. Most of the clauses in the Bill are of
a contentious nature, and woull take some
time to diseuss. [ trust hen. members will
support what the Attorney Geveral jroposes
to do in order to secure the |:-sape of the
Bill through Loth Houses.

Amendment put and passed.

the Attorney

I move an

On wetion by Attorney Generzl, Clanses 2
fo 1% struck cut.

Clause 20 —Persons
peated Act:

On motion hy Attorney General, Subelagse 2
amended Ly striking out ‘‘this”" ani insert-
ing ‘“the principal’” before “* Avt™’ in the
second line, to provide that every personm,
qualified to be registered, shall be entitled to
Ie registered as a dentist under the prineipal
Act.

Mr, GRIFPITIS: T move an amendmoent —

That in paragraph {¢) the varls fpro-
vided that an apprentice who has lieen once
articled and has failed to pass his examina-
tions within three years from the comple-
tion of his article shall not he ngain artieled
as an apprenfiec’? be struek ont.

This is an unheard-of proposal and it is out
of all reasan. Tt is designed to discourage
anyone from going in for the praetive of den-
tistry. Many of the most sucrossful of our
dental practitioners have taken a much longer
time than that areanged for, to (ualify., The
time limit should he cut out altu_ether,

The Attorney General: Tlo vou aay that
there mnst be no time limit at all?

Mr. GRTFTITHS: T have krovu students
te he 7 plucked ! repeatedly at the university,
and who have ultimately got throuszh. Why

registere. vuler re-
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should not an apprentice go on trying until
he eventually succeeds? Several dental prac-
titioners and companics have apprentices, in
respect of whom they have received substan-
tial premiums. The number of apprentices
does not oxeeed 25 or 30, as against 50
siated by the board. The board contend
that local facilities for obtaining the in-
struetion necessary for passing the examina-
tion are on a par with facilities in the East-
ern States. But we have no dental elinies
or dental colleges in Western Australin; and
the actual facilities here may be deseribed
as mon-cxistent, in eomparison with those
available in the East. Moreover, the hand-
hooks preseribed by the board for appren-
tiees to study are out of print and unpro-
curable, T ask the House to carry the
amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ques-
tion is whether people ought to be allowed
to practize dentistry who are not qualified,
or who, to judge from their past work in
learning the profession, are never likely to
qualify. From notes T have here I learn
that there are four students registered wmder
articles who were registered in 1895 and
1899 and have not yet passed the final ex-
amination.

Mr. Lambert: They may not be going
on.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Are they praetising, or
working?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I under-
stand so. If 2 man intends to qualify for
a profession and does not get through his
examination within a reascnable time, it is
pretty good evidence that he is not fit to be
admitted to the profession. The Committee
may think a period of three years bevond
the period of articles too shert, and I am
prepared to consider a reasonable extension;
but to suggest that there shall be no time
limit is going too far.

Mr. BROWN: I hope the proviso will be
struck out. When a boy is apprenticed to
any profession or trade for a fixed time and
fails to qualify within that time, he 1is
given s further opportunity. It is appar-
ently being assumed that every dentist lo
whom a boy may be apprenticed will be a
geod teacher; but very few mastera in any
trade or profession are, in fact, good teach-
ers, Te throw a boy, after three years,
right out of the chance of going up for ex-
amination again, is unreasonable. Perhaps
a period of six years may be regarded as a
fair thing.

Mr. LAMIBERT: At present, if onc is re-
gistered as a dentist in Western Australia,
one¢ can only praectise in Western Australia.
Our dental legislation in this respeet differs
from all other dental legislation. In other
parts of the world one cannot practise den-
tistry unless one is either a registered den-
tist or an articled pupil to a registered den-
tist. Tn this State one ean practise den-
tistry under the nominal aupervigion of a
registered dentist. If & registered dentist is
on premigea containing five or six surgeries,

[93]

four or five other persons cau practise den-
tistry there, I hopc the Attorney General
wiil not press for the insertion of these dan-
gerous words. Oue registerecd dentist jn this
State took years to go through, and wmost of
the dentists now practising herc would prob-
ably fail if ecalled upon to pass a theo-
retical examination at very short notice, |
wish to stress the point that anyone can
proctise dentistry in Western Australing the
Attorncy General could <o so if he wished.
If the hon. gentleman puts up a bar, as
guggested, against apprentices to  dentists,
he will be doing semething absolutely wrong.
The principal Act lays down that the mo-
ment a man has passed a certain preliminary
examination—the junior University examiun-
ation—he shall be, to all intents and pur-
poses, admitted to practise as a dentiat. A
man so admitted can operate, using either
a leeal or a general anaesthetie. After pass-
ing that preliminary examination, the man
ean walk into a dentistry and go ahead
when the registered dentist says to him,
““Pull those teeth!’” Those who desire to
practise must start somewhere, One dentist
who is praetising in Kalgoorlic makes mno
seeret of the faet that when he started he
used to give somcone a cowple of shillings
to get a gin and a blackfellow and practise
on them.

Hon, P, Collier: When the trans line waa
being built the men were a great field for
some people to work on.

The Attorney Genecral: The Minister for
Works would be a good subjeet.

Pplr. LAMBERT: Oue wonld need a good
pair of forceps to draw his fangs. T hope
the amendment will be accepted.

Mr. PICKERTING: We might cxtend the
peried from three years to six years. This
shorld be adequate. T suggest that the
member for York withdraw his amendment
to enable us to insert this period.

Mr. NATRN: T am in doubt as to the ex-
tent to which the Bill will apply after hav-
ing suffered practically decapitation. Whe-
ther we retain this period or not does not
make much difference if vnder the law as
it exists, any person just commencing will
be permitted to draw teeth on the first day
of his apprenticeship. If we alter the law
we should do something which will be of
henefit to the public as well as to the den-
tists.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: Apprentices after hav-
ing served their time and spent moeney on
preparation might, through anxiety, fail at
the examination. The period suggested by
the member for Bussex would be a reason-
able one and shonld meet the desires of all
concerned. I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Leave refused.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clange 21—Registration

of practitioner
subject to examination:
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On motions by Attorney General clavse
amended by striking out of line 2 the word
‘‘dentist’’ and inserting *‘prineipal,’’ and
by striking out of linc 4 of paragraph (¢)
the word ‘‘seeond.’’

Mr, GRIFFITOS: |

ment—

That the following paragraph be addel
—(d) Provided also that the following
persons shall he entitled forthwith to be
rogistered by the board of dentists, that is
to say—(1) Every person who for seven
yeurs prior to the Ist day of August, 1420,
has Leen engaged in the work of a dental
ngaigtant, and who was on the lst day of
August, 1920, alonc or with eo-partners
an employer of or in partnership with any
dentist.”’

Quite a2 number have been engaged for seven
years and over and my ohjeet is to provide
rotection for them, The dental profession
is the closest of close corporations, and the
ypirit which actuates the board is manifested
in the meagure whichk was put forward at their
suggestion and whieh contains the iniguit-
ous proposal | have hoen combating regard-
ing the apprenticeship limitation. The board
recently sent out a cireular which stated that
we were endeavouring to create a new tfype
of dentist. No such thing is intended. Theve
are certain men who have practised dentistry
without infringing the law and have becn al-
lowed to continue for a number of years, and
when we are passing additional legislation,
it is only fair to protcct them. In Vietoria
they have one dentist for every 1,462 persons.
In New South Wales one for every 1,234
persons, and in Western Australia one for
every 5,062 persons. The disproportion in
these figures is evident. In regard to assist-
ants, this State is not in line with the East-
ern States. Mr. Joskey, registrar and bar-
rister for the Vietorian Dental Board, has
said——

Hon. P, Collier: Oh, why stonewall your
own amendment?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T have no desire to do
s0, but he said it wonld not be f£air to de-
prive these people of earning their livelihood
in this way. The Government were support-
ing this view, and so, too, were hoth Honses
of Parlinment. Tn the profession of the law,
he said, men had been admitted in somewhat
the same way. He went on to say it was con-
sidered essential Ly the authorities that the
concession should be made. He said the same
applied to lawyers, and that to-day there were
lawyers practising who had never been
throwgh the preseribed forms. When addi-
tional legislation is brought abont, existing
interests shoudl be protected. Repeatedly in
this State has the dental Loard acted in a
way anyvthing but impartial. Those people
who have established businesses here should be
protected from the vagaries of that board.

Mr, PICKERING: I will oppose the amend-
ment. This is not new legislation; it iz an
amendment of the existing Act. The hon.
member originally intended to move a very

move an amend-

,
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different amendment, in which he proposed
that any person who had been practising for
eight years should be registered as a dentist.

Hon., P. Collier: The hon, member cannot
tlebate an amendment simply because it is
on the Notice Paper, although it has not been
moved. lHe must confine himself to the
amendment which has heen moved.

The CHATRMAN: Quite right.

Mr, PICKERING: As soon as the hon.
member realised-that there was no sympathy
with bhis proposed amendment——

Hon. P, Coilier: The hon, member must not
discuss that amendment. °

The CHAIRMAN: That is so. The ques-
tion before the Chair is the amendment moved
hy the member for York. .

My, PICKERING: But the hon. member
for York, in sobmitting his amendment, put
in additional words which we were not able
to cateh.

The CHATRMAN: He merely altered
seven to eight.

Mr. PICKERING: Dental swrgery might
mean just extracting a tooth. There are other
branches of the dental profession which are
very imporiant, sueh ag the provision of ar-
tificial teeth. This amendment will admit
practically anybedy who has been practising
for seven years as a dental surgery assistant,
I am opposed to admitting to a profession
these not properly qualified.

AMr. Lambert: It was done in the parent
et.

Mr. PICKERING: ¥cs, by obligation, be-
cause that was the first Act. T will not give
my vote to perpetuating that. What is to be
the end of this? Why should we not have a
further amendment next session limiting the
period to six years?

Hon. P. Collier: Or to the architects’ level
of one year; your level.

Mr. PICKERING: Under the Dental Act
passed in 1894 everybody was admitted. If
we are to have an amending Bill vear after
year there will be no finality. We will have
fresh amendments at every available oppor-
tunity.

Mr. Griffiths: No, this shuts the door,

Mr. PICKERING: The dAoor was supposed
to be shut in 1894. Every opportunity has
been afforded to anybody desirous of entering
the dental profesgion by legitimate means. I
hope the amendment will not be agreed to.

Progresa reported.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Bill returned from the Council, with an
amendment, in which the Couneil requested
the concurrence of the Assembly.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Bill returned from the Couneil, with an
amendment, in which the Couneil requested
the coneurrence of the Assembly.
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AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received the re-
port of the Auditor Gemeral for the year
cnded the 30th June, 1920, under the Audit
Aet, 1904, The report will lie on the Table
of the House.

EILLS (3)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Meekatharra-Horseshoe Railway.
With amendments.

2, Herdsman’s Lake Drainage,
H

3, Public Service Act Amendment.
Without amendmment.

House adjowrned at 11 pam,

Degislative Council,
Monday, Z0th December, 1920.
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P aud read prayers,
QUVRTION —KALGOORLTE DEPORTA-

TIONS.

Hon, T. MOORE (for Hon. A. H. Panton),
asked the Minister for Edueation: 1, Ts the
Minister aware that men have heen threat-
ened with depoertation by returned soldiers in
Kalgeorlie? 2, Ts he aware that two rail-
way employecs were ordered out of the town!?
3, Ts it a faet that those two railway cm-
ployees, having left the town under eompul-
sion, have been ismissed from the serviee?
4, Mas any report beeu received from the Po-
lire Department? 5, 11 so, what is the nature of
the report? 6, Flas any eomplaint been re.
ceived hy the Government from the trades
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unionists in Kalgoorlic on this matter? 7T,
If so, is it the intention of the Government
to take steps to maintsin law and order in
Kalgoorlic? 8, In view of the cirenmstances
of the dismissal of the two men will the Gov-
crnment consider their re-instatement?

The MINISTER TOR FDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Xo. The only advice the Govern-
ment have received is contmined in a letfer
from the scerctary of the A.W.TJ, at Bonider
and a report from the Inspector of Police at
Kalgoorlic. 2, No. 3, No. Two railway em-
plorees have been dismissed for being absent
from duty without leave. 4, Yes, 35, The
Inspector of Police, Kalgoorlie, reports that
a rumour wag corrent that members of the
Returned Soldiers’ League intended to fore-
ibly deport certain supposed leaders of the
0BU. As a vesult of action taken by the
Tuspeétor nothing of the kind took place. 6,
Yes, A letter from the secretary of the
AW, Boulder. 7, The Govermmnent will
maintain law and order at all times, Tn this
instanec the law wns not broken. §, The de-
cision in this ease rests with the Railway Ap-
peal Board, to whom one of the above-mcon-
tioned employees has already appealed.

QUESTION—FINANCES
TION,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN agked the Minister for
Education: 1, Are the Stump Aet Amend-
ment Bill, the Dividend Duties Act Amend-
ment Bill, the Land and Tneome Tax Assess-
ment Bills the only mcasures which the Gov-
ernment propose to submit to this House
during this ‘session, for the purpose of re-
storing the equilibrivm between the expendi-
tore of the State and the revenue of the
Btate? 2, Tf not, what other measures are to
he submitted?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: (1, and 2), Yes. TUnless something
unforeseen happens the defieit at the end of
the financial  year will he as  estimated,
£399,000, a8 against the defieit of £668,000
for last year. T'nder the circumstances "ad-
flifional taxation is not considered essen-

AND LEGISLA-

tial.
MOTION —WATER SUPPLY.
To disatow Dylaw,
Hon. A, LOVERIN  (Metropolitan)
[3.3]: T move—

That the amendment to By-law No, 112,
made hy the Jinister for Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage, wnder the pro-
visions of "‘The Metropolitan Water Sup-
pl¥, Sewerage, and Drainage Act, 190977
and lail npon the Table of this House on
the 15th of December instant be disallowed.

This is a small matter, hut important. T re-
gret having to bring it forward during the
closing hours of the session, but unless T do
so, the by-law, to which T wish to draw atten-



